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ALEXANDER HAMILTON A BIMETALLIST. 








‘‘To annul the use of either of the metals as money, is to abridge 
the quantity of circulating medium ; and is liable to all the objections 
which arise from a comparison of the benefits of a full, with the evils 
ofa scanty circulation.”"— From the Report of Alexander Hamilton, 
Secre‘ary of the Treasury, on the establishment of a mint, sent to Congress 
January 28th, 1791. / 


BIMETALLISM. 





BIMETALLISM, or two-metallism, is the use of both gold and | 


as money without discrimination against either metal, 
which of course means that the same privileges of mintage and 
legal tender be given to both metals. Our mints are at this time, 
Open to the free and unlimited coinage of gold into full legal ten- 
der coin, but this privilege is denied to silver. Until we give the 


same privileges to silver as to gold, and treat both metals alike, 
Bimetallism means, therefore, the 
nd unlimited coinage of both gold and silver into full legal 
tender coins. 


we c:nnot have Bimetallism. 
free ; 
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McKINLEY - BRYAN AND 


TRIPT of all subterfuges the question before our people is 
simply this: Do you wish low prices or high ? 

Do you believe your general welfare will be best promoted by a 
further fallin prices or do you believe that your true interests 
are bound up with higher prices? Do you believe that lower prices 
will bring prosperity or do you believe that prosperity will not 
return until our producing classes realize better prices for their 
products? These are the questions that are before the American 
people, these are the questions to which we must record our 


answers by our votes. 


For gold-monometallism, dear money and low prices stands 
Mr. McKinley. 


and higher prices stands Mr. 


For bimetallism, a plentiful supply of money, 
The choice lies between 
and Mr. 


It is for American voters to decide which they will 


Bryan. 
them, between Mr. McKinley and lower prices, Bryan 
and higher. 


have. 

If the farmer is convinced that he will profit from lower 
prices believing that though forced to sell cheaper he will be com- 
pensated by being enabled to buy what he needs at lower prices, 
McKinley, 
that he has been impoverished by the marked fall in prices of late 


then let him record his vote for Mr. but if he feels 
years, if he feels that the fall in prices of those things which he 
buys has fallen far short of compensating him for his losses on 
what he sells, and if he believes that he cannot prosper until he 
realizes better prices for his products then let him vote for 
Mr. Bryan. 

If the manufacturer sees a profit in lower prices believing 
that though forced to sell his products cheaper he can so reduce 
wages as to cheapen the cost of production in even greater degree 
thus leaving him a larger margin of profit on production, then let 
him vote for Mr. McKinley, but if he recognizes that he is de- 
pendent for a market for his goods on the farming and wage 
earning classes, if he recognizes that lower prices for agricultural 
products and lower wages for wage earners must impoverish his 
customers, above all if he has profited from experience and learned 
that he cannot reduce taxes or interest charges or so reduce wages 
in the face of falling prices as to lessen the cost of production 
commensuratély with the fall in prices, he will see that his profit 
lies in better prices for his products and better prices for the pro- 
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ducts of his customers, and if he sees this then let him cast his | 


vote for Mr. Bryan. 

If the wage earner believes he will profit from lower prices 
trusting that he can maintain the rate of wages and find ready 
employment in the face of falling prices and convinced that the 
lower prices fall the greater will become his ability to provide 
vote for Mr. 


himself with the comforts of life, then let him 
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McKinley, but if he feels that, although wholesale prices have | 


fallen much, those things which he buys avd which are 


pensed to him at retail prices have fallen but little, if he feels that | 


employment is slack and wages low owing to the continued fall 


in prices that has eaten into the profits of industry and taken | 


away all incentive from employers to increase production and | 


destroyed their ability to pay high wages, above all if he believes 
that he can only find ready employment and command good 
wages when prices are rising and the profits of industry are large, 
then let him vote for Mr. Bryan. 

If the railroad employee is convinced that falling prices will 
benefit him ; if he believes he can continue to find employment 
and at the same wages even though the fall in prices impoverishes 
those producers situated along the railroad lines and from which 
the railroads must draw their traffic, then let him vote for Mr. 
McKinley; but if he feels that falling prices eat into the profits of 
industry ; if he recognizes that as the profits of industry are 
undermined production must be curtailed, and that curtailed pro- 
duction must lead to a falling off in the demand for transportation 
services and the consequent discharge of supernumerary hands by 
the railroads ; 1f he recognizes, moreover, that curtailed production 
in industries in general will lead to increased competition for his 
place by those thrown out of work and a resulting fall in wages, 
then let him vote for Mr. Bryan. 

Thus the question for those engaged in the distribution of 
wealth as well as for farmers, manufacturers and wage-earners to 
decide is whether their welfare lies in the direction of lower or 
higher prices. We have suffered a loss of prosperity during a 
period of falling prices. Must we seek the restoration of prosper- 
ity through a still further fall of prices, or must we reverse the 
conditions under which we have suffered a failing of industrial 
This 


is the question that confronts our producing classes, this is the 


activities and seek a revival of prosperity in higher prices? 


question on which they must render their judgment in November, 
and Mr. McKinley stands for the gold standard that means lower 
prices, while Mr. Bryan stands for the restoration of silver to its 
place as money and higher prices. Let voters keep this well in 
mind. 


Mr. 


McKinley is known, it is true, as the apostle of protection, but so 


Let not manufacturers deceive themselves on this point. 


long as he adheres to the gold standard he can stand for but a 
mere sham protection. The Republican party is pledged, it is 
true, to an increase of custom duties, pledged to increase the tariff 
on those manufactured goods we make at home, and many manu- 
facturers hope for higher prices for their goods to follow in the 
wake of higher tariff duties. Indeed, it is from the hope of higher 
prices that many give their support to Mr. McKinley. 

But the Republican party holds out no promise of higher 
prices. It has declared its adherence to the gold standard until 
such time in the dim future as our foreign creditors may see fit to 
remit the tribute they are now exacting from us through the 


dis- | 
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agency of the appreciating gold measure of value with which: 





are obliged to measure the wheat, and corn, and pork, and cot: 





and other produce we export in payment of the interest and prip. 
cipal on our foreign indebtedness. By inducing us to dis 
silver and wed ourselves to the gold standard, our British 

tors have managed to double the length of the monetary yard: 


Thus has 


our indebtedness been doubled, not by doubling the num}. 


which is used in measuring our indebtedness to them. 


dollars that must be paid on each bond and mortgage as int 
and principal, but by doubling the value, doubling the purch 
power of each dollar that must be paid. So have our creditors 
profited at our expense, profited by our folly in discarding si! 
throwing the burden of the monetary functions on gold alom 
causing that metal in which we measure our indebtedness 
those things we export to pay our indebtedness to appreciat: 
this way our foreign creditors have been enabled to exact tw 
bushels of wheat and two pounds of cotton where but one was 
due, 

And to take steps to free ourselves from this onerous 
unjust tribute which is rapidly involving our people in bank 
To break 


the fetters that are now weighing down our producing classes 


ruptcy the Republican party has declared to be unsafe. 


to enable our people to lift their burdens of indebtedness we must 
make no effort. Towards restoring an honest measure of 

we must do nothing until we have the co-operation of ( 
Britain, of a nation ruled by the creditor classes who have reaped 
undue profit from the ever appreciating standard from whic! 
have suffered, for has not this unjust measure of value obliged us 
to pour into their laps two bushels of wheat and two pou 
cotton where they were entitled to but one? Until these credit 
classes become gorged with unearned gains, until they b« 
conscience stricken with defrauding their debtors, we must su 
mit to their exactions, permit them to roughly trample upon jus- 
tice, equity and our rights, and humbly accept at their hands 
without one word of protest a measure of value that grows 


length from day to day, and which enables them to subtly 


Such is the policy of inaction and submission to foreign dic 
tation and extortion promulgated by the Republican Party. With 
scarce money, dear money, and hence low prices, we must be con- 
tent, until such time as our foreign creditors, who profit from this 
That time 


will never come until our people are bankrupt, until our fo 


dear money, may join hands with us to cheapen it! 


creditors have foreclosed their bonds and mortgages, and become 
the owners of our land and property, and until America has 
become a country owned by foreign landlords, and our people 
people of tenants under tribute to aliens. Not until our foreign 
creditors come into possession of our property will their interests 
prompt them to adopt such a policy as will cheapen money anc 
thereby add to the value of such property. And for such 
Mr. McKinley and those who say we must wait for British co-op 
eration before attempting to restore bimetallism and an honest 
measure of value, tell us we must wait. 

And if we are thus pledged to a policy of inaction, pledg 
to maintain the existing gold standard and dear money, 
can our manufacturers hope for higher prices? . Indeed, we ©" 


expect nothing but lower prices, for dear money means low )"! 








and under the gold standard we can have none other than 
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ev. Tariff duties may, be built so high as to exclude goods 


f European manufacture, they may be built so high as to preserve | 


to our manufacturers the home market free from competition, 
cave with the Asiatic nations, but still, under the gold standard, 
prosperity will not come to our manufacturers. The manu- 
turer needs something more than mere protection against Euro- 


pean competition. He needs, above all, a market for his products, 


, profitable market our manufacturers cannot find, so long as | 


cent cotton. So, high tariff or low tariff, our manufacturers, 


r the gold standard, will not prosper, for until our farmers | 


etter prices for their products, they cannot buy, and better 


s they can not get while forced to sell their surplus products 


the European markets in competition with the producers of | 


silver using countries, who are now favored by a bounty on 
exports in the shape of a premium on gold, equivalent to nearly 
ioo percent. This bounty, which is fostering this unequal and 
us competition, we must take away before prosperity will 
turn to our producing classes. And take it away, how can we ? 
. the resnlt of the divergence in the value of gold and silver 

| by demonetizing silver, and as this bounty on exports from 

silver using countries, this premium on gold as measured by silver, 
wen caused by the discarding of silver, it follows that we have 

tto remove this cause, that is to restore silver to its place as 
icy, and this bounty, this premium on gold will disappear. 
Why? Because the increased demand for silver resulting from 
the throwing of our mints open to silver and the decreased demand 
for gold, consequent on the transference to silver of a share of that 


ind for money now falling solely on gold, would cause silver 


‘to rise and gold to fall, and just as gold fell and silver rose, the 


livergence in value between the two metals, and hence the pre- 
um on gold as measured by silver, would disappear. 

The opening of our mints to silver, and this alone, can free 
our farmers and planters from the disastrous competition with the 
producers of silver using countries that has been fostered by the 

remium on gold. So, to our farmers, Mr. Bryan’s election holds 
out a prospect of relief, while the election of Mr. McKinley, 
pledged to a policy of inaction and the maintenance of the gold 
standard, would bring no relief. And as the election of Mr. Mc- 


Kinley, and the imposition of higher tariff duties could not bring 


rosperity to our farmers, and could not bring them better prices, 


I 
the market for manufactured goods would be, as now, sadly 
estricted through the impoverishment of those whose needs are 
crying, but who cannot purchase. Consequently, manufacturers 
would not profit from higher tariff duties, even granting that such 
duties could be made high enough to protect our manufacturers 
against foreign competition. 


wm 


made, for the premium on gold in Asiatic countries acts as so 


But high enough they could not be 


much bounty on exports from such countries, and, being equal at 
this time to almost 100 per cent, must enable the Chinese and 
Japanese, who are becoming threatening competitors for our mar- 
kets, to override, in competition with our manufacturers, a tariff 
ol even 100 per cent., and still be on the same level with our pro- 


ducers. 


In short, in the face of this bounty of roo per cent., a 
tariti of equal height would be no protection at all against cheap 
And it is this bounty that the Republicans are 
content to have built higher, while at the same time holding forth 


the promise of higher tariff duties. We will build tariff duties 


Asiatic labor. 





our farmers are impoverished by 50 cent wheat and our planters | 
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higher, but by adhering to the gold standard we will give per- 
manence to that premium on gold and bounty on exports from 
silver using countries that pulls them down. Such, in effect, are 
the irreconcilable declarations of the Republican party for higher 
tariff and the gold standard. 

The manufacturer can hope for better times only as the 
result of the election of Mr. Bryan and the restoration of silver to 
its place as money. Such action will enable the farmer to realize 
better prices for his products. When he realizes better prices for 
what he sells, he can buy more liberally and at better prices of 
manufactured goods, and thus a sound basis on which to build a 
renewal of prosperity to manufacturers, namely, a broadened 
home market, will be restored. So the election of Mr. Bryan 
will accomplish for the manufacturers that which the election of 
Mr. McKinley never ‘could effect, for higher tariff duties under 
the gold standard. would be both futile in broadening the home 
market as well as in protecting our manufacturers against Asiatic 
competition. 

So to the manufacturer as to the farmer the restoration of 
silver to its place as money side by side with gold can alone bring 
higher prices, and higher prices can alone bring renewed pros- 
perity to our producing classes. Falling prices consequent on an 
appreciating measure of value can benefit no one engaged in the 
production of wealth. 

True, we are told the wage earner is benefitted, that prices 
fall faster than wages and that consequently the wage-earner 
profits fyom falling prices. But the wage-earner cannot prosper at 
the expense of the employer, for production that impoverishes the 
employer will not be long continued, and when production is cur- 
tailed employment for the wage-earner must grow slack, and with 
employment slack the competition among wage-earners for work 
must increase, and this must force wages down. So falling prices 
lead to lower wages and enforced idleness, and for such loss in 
income the wage-earner is not by any means compensated, for 
retail prices, for reasons that are obvious, fall but slowly, and not 
so far or fast as the income of the wage-earner. So the wage- 
earner is impoverished by falling prices even though nominal rates 
of wages may be kept from falling commensurately with the fall 
in wholesale prices. And the result of this is, of course, that 
neither farmer or manufacturer can reduce the cost of production 
proportionately with a fall in prices of their products such as is 
inseparable from an appreciating measure of value. Inability to 
reduce interest charges, taxes and rents at all, and inability to cut 
wages as fast as wholesale prices fall, make this out of the ques- 
tion. Consequently, falling prices cut into the profits of the 
farmer and manufacturer and thus lead to curtailed production 
the result of which must be enforced idleness to many wage- 
earners, and enforced idleness for many soon leads through the 


struggle for work to lower wages for all. 


So farmer, manufacturer, miner, wage-earner, all feel the 
blighting effects of falling prices. In the face of falling prices 
they cannot prosper, and the election of Mr. McKinley means a 
further and continued fall in prices. Rising prices can alone 
bring to them general and lasting prosperity, and Mr. Bryan’s 
election means higher prices. In short, it is McKinley and 
Adversity, Bryan and Prosperity. The great body of wealth- 


producing American voters cannot hesitate long over the 


choice. 
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STATESMEN’ S OPINIONS OF THE AMERICAN. 


National Democratic Committee. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., August 7, 1896. | 
WHARTON BARKER, Esg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
My dear Sir: 

The work being done by you, through your paper, THE | 
AMERICAN, at this time, is of the highest value to the cause of 
silver, and I only regret that your paper is not known to and read 
by every man who feels an interest in the great cause that you and 
I have so much at heart. Your method of dealing with this 
question is certainly a scientific one, and I believe that every 
man who reads a copy of THe AMERICAN is stronger in the faith 
and better equipped for the contest, by reason of having done so, 
no matter how much he might know about the question already. 
I sincerely hope that your paper can be placed in the hands of the 
millions of men who are interested in this great cause. 

While writing, permit me to add, that I regard your book 
‘*Bimetallism’’—recently issued, as a very valuable contribution 
to the cause, and a clear, distinct and scientific exposition of the 
question. I understand that it has a large sale and hope it will 
rapidly increase. I am 

Very truly yours 
James K. Jones, Chairman. 


New York, August 8, 1896. 
WHARTON BARKER, EsgQ., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

My dear Sir: 

Whatever you write or send out, is sure to be effective, and 
the power of Tuk AMERICAN is steadily being acknowledged. I 
am glad to perceive its increasing efficiency and shall be willing 
to urge this upon party and political friends and associates. Your 
work demands and warrants high appreciation. I am 
Very truly yours, 

Jno. P. JONEs. 
U. S. Senator from Nevada. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 





T is pathetic to see how much the organs of the monometallists 
are disappointed with Mr. Bryan's speech of acceptance at the 
Madison Square Garden. To see how vivid their sense of the con- 
trast between what he did and what they expected, one would 
suppose that they expected nothing less than the miraculous from 
the Western orator, and were delighted to find that he has not 
converted them to his own opinions. Yet the speech is not the 
failure they talk of, and it answers its main purpose excellently. 
Just as the managers of the Cleveland campaign in 1892 judged 
that a speech of acceptance at the headquarters of the newsmon- 
gers would be the best way of reaching the American people, so 
That he sacrificed much 
of oratorical effect upon his audience to exactness of statement, 
and that he did not retain 17,000 people to the end in an atmos- 
phere of frightful heat, are points of very secondary importance. 
The main point is that the whole apparatus of news distribution, 
which is usually enlisted so zealously on the side of the money- 
lenders, was set in motion to put his speech in full before twelve 
million voters ; and every American is now in a position to know 
what the candidate has to say for his cause. 

The speech is a strong one, though it is to be regretted that 
the orator did not more forcibly point out the evils of the appre- 
ciating gold standard and the benefits to be derived from a return 
to genuine bimetallism instead of laying so much stress and giv- 
ing so much time to one phase of the subject, namely, the main- 
tenance of the parity between the two metals. It is faulty in 
being too long, and in lacking definite structure ; it is deficient in 


Mr. Bryan's managers judged this year. 
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the play of humor, and it opens badly. Moreover, it was a t, 
tical mistake to plunge at once into a defence of the Chicago »)\a:- 
form, as this gave cheap critics a chance to say that it is 
gether on the defensive. But, after all deductions, it is a s; 
which must strike unprejudiced readers as the utterance of an 
and thoughtful man, who feels the truth of what he has t 
and will condescend to nothing he does not believe to be 
And for substance of doctrine it is vastly better than any spx 
on the other side has given us. It is most gratifying that 
New York public especially should have heard so many ind: 
table facts and so much sound argument, on points which 
newspapers take every pains to obscure. 








Tue charge that the Chicago Convention assails the auth 
of the Supreme Court by its declaration in favor of an In 
Tax is perhaps the most absurd charge in the series that | 
been brought. Mr. Bryan disposed of it effectively, but he n 
have gone a little further in treating that objection as typi: 
the class which are arrayed against him. Absolutely the fa 
tax ever devised by human ingenuity for the distribution of 
public burdens, when recommended by the President who 
nominated and chosen by the class who would have to pay it 
denounced as socialistic and anarchistic by all their class organ: 
To this day they have not forgiven Mr. Cleveland for that_ 
offence, a point which Mr. Bryan might well have made 
that one point, at least, he is in entire agreement with th: 
Democratic candidate. 

The charge of general sympathy with levelling parties 
theories Mr. Bryan repudiated with calm and forcible staten 
of the position taken by himself and the great host of Ameri 
They are not revolutionists, but they 


citizens behind him. 
hold that when monetary laws are so shaped as to rob the p: 
ducer of a fair return for his labor, and add to the burdens of ¢! 
debtor, the people have a right tocomplain and to call for reform 


In New York, where gold monometallism is the real creed 
party leaders and organs, and is frankly avowed by many of then 
it was excellent to insist that all parties profess to be bimetal|ists 
and that no honest bimetallist on the Republican side could em 
ploy the sort of argument with which the Chicago Platform 's 
assailed. This gave him the opening te ask whether the proics 
sions of those who profess themselves international bimetallists, 
and yet use this language about silver and its representatives 
honest in their professions ? Do they really mean what the) 
when they offer party pledges to promote international agreement 
or are these words simply ‘‘a good enough Morgan till after 
election ?’’ This is a point on which the speakers of the Repu! 
lican party are singularly silent, with the exception of Senators 
Chandler and Gallinger. What are they fighting for? For t) 
gold standard as a permanent arrangement, along with Mess's 
Cleveland, Carlisle, Secretary Morton and the Evening Pos‘ 
for bimetallism by international agreement? If for the latte: 
what grounds and for what reason? Is it simply because bimect- 
allism is a fad to be got out of the way of the tariff, or because 
the want of it has produced the results Mr. Bryan describes, ‘5 
injuring the farming and the wage-earning classes? 

Before proceeding to estimate the force of Mr. Bryans 
defence of independent bimetallism, it would be well for Repu)! 
cans to consider what he says on the grounds on which they «/s0 
profess to stand. They cry for ‘‘ honest money,’’ but our ‘rst 
need is honest men; and are they honest in professing to belicve 
in what their own party cries and partizan arguments so ©0” 
stantly contradict ? 

Take it in all, the speech gives us a higher opinion 
author's fitness for any office in the gift of the people than oe 
anything we have had from Mr. McKinley since his nomination. 
It is immensely more statesmanlike than the ponderous del.ver 
ances of Mr. Cleveland, and it exhibits to us a man who has al! 


va 


w 
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the interests of the country at heart. Even his unfriends are 


‘ved to admit that in New York he ‘‘ has made a favorable 

ression. He is not only a fine-looking man, but his manners 

ree, open and simple. He puts on no ‘airs,’ meets every- 
on the level, is exceedingly accessible.’’ 

\Ve observe that the McKinley managers have been so much 
struck by the impression Mr. Bryan is making, that they are seri- 
thinking of having their candidate follow his example and 
address the people at other great centres beside Canton. 


f 





“ 
OuR Presidential campaign is followed in Europe with much 
r attention than is usually vouchsafed us. The first impres- 
sion produced by the despatches to London was that the Chicago 
nations were a huge jest. The English newspapers them. 
s observe a change:in the tone of what Messrs. Smalley, 
Go kin and the rest are pleased to tell them, and are taking Mr. 
1 more seriously. A year ago Mr. McKinley’s name was the 
which most stirred John Bull’s bile. Now it is for the elec- 
tion of Mr. McKinley that all Englishmen hope, as their best 
from our situation. 


f 


The explanation of this is indicated by a recent occurrence. 
Lord Roseberry, in an address at the opening of a technical school 
psom, dwelt on the expansion of German trade at the expense 
inglish. The export per head of British produce, he showed, 
fallen off 3 per cent. in value between 1872 and 1894; the 
ts had fallen in value between 1883 and 1893 by £23,000,- 
and yet the imports of manufactures had increased by 
00,000, and the imports from Germany alone had risen by 
100,000, 
To this Zhe Spectator blandly replies that Lord Roseberry is 
gether deceived by appearances. The fall in price has been so 
h greater than the decline in the value of the exports that 
gland is actually exporting more than in 1872, by nearly a 


‘pound a head. And the fall in the value of exports is more than 


upensated by that in the value of imports, ‘‘ because, owing to 
fallin prices, which has been more severe in raw materials 
1 in manufactured articles, we are able to exchange our goods 
and services for a greater proportion than ever of the world’s out- 
So of the increased importation of manufactured articles: 
England, as a creditor country, must receive goods of a certain 
value every year, or else some of her debtors must declare them- 
selves defaulters. Owing to the decline in the value of raw mate- 
rials, it is no longer possible for the world at large to pay its 
annual debt in them, and therefore England now takes a certain 
portion of what is owed her in manufactured articles.’’ 
When American bimetallists say this sort of thing it is pro- 
iced a delusion. But this London weekly admits that the bur- 
f the world’s debt to England falls ever more heavily on 
who have borrowed of her, until all she can take and use of 
r food and raw materials does not suffice to pay the annual 
terest, and they must send her their manufactures besides. No 
wonder that she is interested in keeping up such a monetary sys- 
em as secures this. The wonder is that any one outside of Eng- 
land and England’s agents should give it their support. 


Li HunG CHANG, during his visit to the Bank of England, 
showed an intelligent grasp of the situation, when he told the 
tors that ‘‘ England could easily settle the silver question ; 
ut it is not to her advantage todo so. She cares only for her- 
self, and not the welfare of the rest of the world.’’ One of the 
directors replied: ‘‘Just like other governments.’ The Vice- 
answered, ‘‘ Yes, but more especially in England.’’ He 
Went on to say that it must be settled by China, Japan and 
America. The Chinese statesman is for an international agree- 
ment on a narrower basis than has generally been proposed. It 
is his belief that China and Japan can more than absorb the silver 
product of America in creating a currency for themselves more 
Satisfactory than they ever have had; and his plans for this were 
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fully formed before the late war, but were frustrated for the time 
by court intrigues at Pekin, in which the weight of English 
diplomacy was exerted to prevent the formation of closer relations 
with America. 

We cannot leave our neighbors to the west of us out of 
account in disposing.of the question. By not cultivating direct 
trade with the great silver-using populations of Asia we have 
courted embarrassment in the matter of our trade in bullion by 
allowing our trade with them to fall into English hands, and to 
be employed for English convenience. 

The effort of Li Hung Chang to secure China the right to 
control her own tariff duties has been defeated in London, in 
much the fashion in which the same demand used to be met when 
made by Japan. His every approach to the subject was met by 
demands to know his authority from Pekin, and by the reply that 
such questions must be settled there. It was, perhaps, when 
fresh from one of these interviews with the Foreign Office that 
the great Viceroy expressed his opinion of England's selfishness 
in her monetary and financial policy. 








Ir any man on the Republican side of the monetary controversy 
ought to be able to deal with the points raised by the friends of sil- 
ver, that man is John Sherman. We turn, therefore, to his speech 
at the Republican rally at Columbus with some expectation that 
the discussion will be carried at least a step further, and some 
approach made to agreement on the matters really at issue. It is 
a very able speech, and contains some very curious bits of infor- 
mation on the history of the subject, and some personal hits, 
which may be left to the gentlemen most concerned. But fer the 
main purpose of meeting the contentions of the silver men, it is 
completely beside the point. Even Mr. Sherman must repeat (or 
palpably assume) that gold is an absolute standard of value ; that 
a decline of silver in terms of gold must mean a decline in its 
value ; that the actions of government in monetizing or demone- 
tizing either metal is not an element in the demand which deter- 
mines the value of that metal; and that silver would continue to 
sustain the same relation of value to gold after we remonetized it, 
that it does now. These preposterous and utterly improbable 
assumptions Mr. Sherman treats as axiomatic truths, on a par 
with the multiplication table in certainty. 

While the speech abounds in history we find in it no refer- 
ence to the fact that twice in very recent times the Republicans of 
Ohio declared themselves ready for independent bimetallism, if 
the other kind were found impracticable; and that Hon. John 
Sherman made a speech in their convention, which was under- 
stood to be an approval of that declaration. Also that Hon, 
William McKinley approved that declaration, if, indeed, he did 
not draft it. With these facts in memory, it would be well for 
Mr. Sherman not to throw stones at Senators Jones and Stewart for 
what they said over twenty years ago. They have taken much 
longer to change their mind than have the Republicans of Ohio 
and their leaders. 

Tuer Kansas Republicans are in a similar state of embarrass- 
ment, or even worse. Year after year their State conventions 
have been outbidding the Populists in the advocacy of free silver, 
and to this has been due, in great measure, the recent falling off 
in the Populist vote. Now they also have to choose between 
their own past convictions and the national platform of their 
party. When the Democrats of Maine or Minnesota have to bolt 
the professions of their own State platforms, the Eastern news- 
papers find this very amusing, and quote the politician who 
announced that if his principles did not suit they could be changed. 
But they do not see so much fun in it when Western Republi- 
cans do the same. And at any rate the Democrats of Nebraska 
have no volteface to make, and Mr. Bryan has no embarrassing 
declarations to explain away. 

In our own State the resignation of two electors forces the 
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State Committee to reconvene the State Convention. Not only 
will the vacant places be filled, but the Allentown Platform will 
be recalled, and the principles and candidates of the Chicago Con- 
vention That the New York State Convention will 
take the same course is assumed by the representatives of the 


endorsed. 


third party, who have called a convention of their own at Sara- 
toga to nominate electors in support of, the forthcoming Indian- 
apolis ticket. 

OncK more the Italian government, through its representa- 
tive, Baron Fava, asks us what kind of protection we extend to its 
subjects, in return for its protection of American citizens resident 
and travelling in Italy. Three of these subjects were lynched in 
Louisiana on the oth inst., within twenty miles of New Orleans. 
Our State Department cherishes a faint hope that the men had 
been naturalized, as in that case it can leave them to the mercy of 
the mob without incurring any responsibility. If it should prove 
otherwise, then once more it will have to confess that it has no 
power to extend to them the protection it promised in our treaty 
of commerce and friendship with Italy, and that all it can do is to 
This 


is the unworthy and undignified position which our national gov- 


offer blood-money to the surviving relatives of the victims. 


ernment, and it alone, occupies under the restrictions of the Con- 
stitution. A few more such occurrences will bring us to the point 
at which Italy and other European countries will notify us that 
their treaties with us are abrogated, so far as protection of alien 
residents is involved. Then Italy will leave the Washington gov- 
ernment to negotiate directly with the banditti of Sicily or South- 
ern Italy, when a wealthy American falls into their hands. 

The only remedy for this is such an amendment to the Con- 
stitution as will give the nation the power posssessed by every 
other nation, and implied in all our treaties, to protect the life, 
person and property of every person resident within its natural 
boundaries. 





THe Chickasaw tribe, one of the most civilized of those resi- 
dent in the Indian Territory, has been holding an election, which 
involved the principle of individual liberty, over against the 
tyranny of the community which exists in the tribal stage of 
society. It took centuries for our ancestors to emerge out of the 
stage at which the community is everything and the individual is 
little or nothing. The majority of the human race has never 
achieved that deliverance, and even among ourselves we have the 
Socialists who propose to carry us back to it. The contact of the 
Indian with Christian civilization has naturally produced a dis- 
content with tribal limitations, but until the Dawes bill was 
passed it hardly was possible to gratify the aspirations of those 
who wished to make what they pleased of their own lives. The 
recent election among the Chickasaws, who are Christians and 
engaged mostly in farming, resulted in the defeat of the consery- 
atives, and the election of officials who believe in personal liberty. 
Wheu the Indian takes this step he removes the only real obstacle 
to his being recognized as an American citizen. 





THE British Parliament came to an end in time for the open- 
ing of the shooting season on the Scottish moors, thus ending a 
session singularly barren of important legislation. The big ma- 
jority of the Tories and the harmony of the two houses on the 
great questions of national policy, have not secured the comple- 
tion of the programme announced in the Queen’s speech. 
pecially mortifying to the Tories has been the defeat of their 
Education bill, by which the rising generation was to be rescued 
from the hands of the school boards, and to be taught by the 
curates to ‘‘ order itself reverently and lowly towards its pastors 


Es- 


and masters,’”’ 

The Irish Land Act, or rather, so much of it as was saved in 
the Commons, was finally passed by the Lords without the 
amendments which were intended to emasculate it still farther. 
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It is said that 125 Irish landlords took part in passing these 
amendments when the bill first came up from the Commons 
Several of them were no better than squireens, and had to 
their expenses paid to London and back, although they are her, 
itary legislators by grace of the Treaty of Union. Their estates 
have been wasted by dissipation and extravagance, and man 



















them are merely resident caretakers on property really owm 
the London money-lenders. The British landlords stood by ¢) 
at the first, but on farther thought found this inexpedient, as 
future of the House of Lords itself was imperilled. So y 
the Commons declared that they would not back down 
Lords had to, and the squireens went home re ?n/fecta. 

Meanwhile, at the suggestion of Archbishop Walsh 
Dublin, there is to be a grand convention of Irishmen from 
parts of the world, in Dublin, next month, to pull the diy 
factions of Home-Rulers together, and to devise a programny: 
their immediate future. The course taken by the Irish landlords 
in both houses of Parliament will be one topic for discussion 


Ir is a surprise and a pleasure to be able to say anything t 
is good of the Salisbury Administration; but it really deserves son: 
credit for refusing to help in a blockade of Crete in the interes: 
the Turks. Unlike poor Armenia, Crete and Macedonia 
active supporters abroad. The Greeks are accused of sendi: 
them both men and munitions of war, to help them in resista: 
to Moslem outrages, and in overthrowing Turkish tyranny. To 
stop this in the case of Crete, Germany insisted that the European 
Concert should blockade the island, a service the Turks no longer 
can perform for themselves. Lord Salisbury, who really seems | 
have sympathized with the Armenians, declines to stand on guard 
for the butchers of the Cretans, and his refusal has proved 
embarrassment to the other Powers. Russia, in particular 
not afford to have England show more interest in Christians of the 


Greek Church than the Czar does. 








The story of England's financial mismanagement of Ind 
has never been told, although at times we get a hint of its extent 
even from her own officials. The civilian who wrote ‘‘ Life in th 
Mofussil’’ speaks of the indignation with which he saw great sums 
extracted from the district in his charge to discharge debts, to 
carry out public works, to pay troops and to support officials, for 
which the district derived not a shadow of benefit. At the same 
time he shows the roads of the district were shamefully neglected 
the lives of the people were sacrificed to wild beasts and the sam 
tary condition of the towns was a perpetual menace to both 
natives and Europeans. 

Since the fall in the gold-value of silver this abuse has grown 
distinctly worse. Not only has the civil and military esta’)lish 
ment to be maintained at the expense of a people of whom 
fifth are hungry the year round, but great sums in gold have to 
be paid to India’s creditors in London. As the country has no 
gold, the debt must be met by the export of produce or the sale 
of drafts on the Calcutta treasury, and with every depreciati 
silver the price of both drafts and produce falls equally. Hence 
the recurrence of heavy deficits in the Indian accounts, and the 
starvation of public works in the provinces in order to keep these 
deficits within bounds. 

Bengal pays heavily for the sort of government England 
allows it, but gets little in return. Just at present the urgent need 
is for a better supply of pure water, for want of which men an¢ 
cattle die in shoals. The revenue collected is more than ample 
for this and other public needs; but it goes to Calcutta, to retura 
in no shape. So the lieutenant-gove:nor declares he will have to 
resort to obsolete and most objectionable forms ‘of taxation: | 
tolls upon bridges and public roads, taxes on carts, on we iding 
expenditures and on religious processions! 

The correspondent of Zhe Times says: ‘‘ The truth is tat 
the imperial taxation of India is adjusted not according to the 
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’ 
forms least burdensome to an Asiatic people, but to suit the views 


ereat industrial interests in England. There is no form of 


O. 


. ° | 
taxation which so directly reaches the well-to-do classes and which 


bears so lightly on the poor as import duties. If the Indian gov- 
ernment were allowed to regulate-these duties with a sole eye to 
the convenience and wants of India, the necessity of starving the 
rovinees and of inventing new local rates on the most indigent 
classes would cease. 


WHAT A STATESMAN SAYS ABOUT US. 
WHARTON BARKER, EsQ., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Wy Dear Str: 

I am impressed with the strength and clearness of your 
‘nancial articles, and with the general tone of fairness and honesty 
hich pervades THE AMERICAN. 

To add to your circulation, and thus benefit our people, I 


S 


write on my editorial page a commendatory notice of THE 
AMERICAN, and advise our readers to subscribe for it. 
Yours truly, 


Thompson, Ga , August 8, 1896. Tuos. E. WATSON. 


DISHONEST CHARGES OF DISHONESTY. 


()™ producing classes, who have been grievously wronged by 

the almost constant fallin prices during the past twenty- 
three years, consequent on discarding silver as a money metal, and 
the resulting enhanced value of gold, who decry the injustice of 
an appreciating measure of value such as the gold standard has 
proven to be since gold has been divorced from silver, and who 


,demand a prompt return to the use of both gold and silver as 


money, so that the appreciation of gold may be checked and an 
honest measure of value established that will neither defraud the 
creditor or rob the debtor, have long since become accustomed to 
the charge of dishonesty. They who strive for a stable measure 
of value such as gold alone has proven not to be, and such as 
experience teaches us that gold and silver when joined together 
will give, have been classed as repudiators, and, with even more 
unreasoning vituperation, as Anarchists. 
Quick has been the monopolistic press to see the injustice to 
the creditor classes from a depreciated dollar, but to the equal 
injustice of an appreciating dollar to the debtor classes, and to the 
grievous wrongs done to all producers by such a dollar, they have 
been and are perversely blind. To reap the unearned gains of an 
appreciating dollar the creditor classes have been quite content, 
ud their organs have seen no injustice in a dollar that has grown 
learer and dearer from year to year, and that has enabled them 
to profit at the expense of their debtors. But when the produc- 
ing and debtor classes tire of being stript of their earnings through 
the subtle workings of the appreciating gold standard, when they 
demand that justice be done them, that silver be restored to its 
lace as money, so that the measure in which they are obliged to 
measure those products with which they must pay their debts, 
shall not grow in length from year to year, and when they assert 
their right to repay their creditors in a dollar of no greater value 
than the dollar borrowed, the mouthpieces of the creditor classes 
are quick to sound an alarm, and to stamp as dishonest repudi- 
ators all those who revolt against the payment of an increased 
tribute, year after year, for the use of money borrowed, and who 
refuse longer to submit to the extortions of an appreciating meas- 
ure of value that requires the payment of principal and interest in 
our loans in a dollar of greater value, of greater purchasing power, 
than the dollar borrowed. 
For years Senator Sherman has championed the appreciating, 
and hence dishonest, gold standard, behind the mask of honesty, 
and so it is not surprising to find him charging with dishonesty all 
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those who urge the restoration of an honest measure of value by 


’ 


opening our mints to silver. ‘‘It is impossible,’’ he told his hear- 
ers, in opening the Republican campaign at Columbus, on Satur- 
day last, ‘‘to estimate the wrong and injustice that will be done to 
creditors by the scaling of nearly one half of debts due them.”’ 
But of the wrong and injustice done to debtors by doubling the 
value of the dollar with which they have to pay interest and prin- 
cipal of their debts, he had not one word to say. If it is wrong to 
defraud the creditor through forcing him to accept a depreciated 
dollar from his debtor, it is surely just as wrong to rob the debtor 
by obliging him to repay his creditor in a dollar worth twice as 
much, taking twice the expenditure of labor to obtain, as the dol- 
lar borrowed. ‘To defraud the creditor is dishonest, but to rob 
the debtor is equally so, and infinitely more injurious to trade 
and industry. But to the wrongs of the debtor, Mr. Sherman 
pays no heed. The dollar which brings the greatest return to the 
capitalist is alone the honest dollar to him. He decries against 
the scaling of debts by the opening of our mints to the free coin- 
age of silver, with an assumption of outraged honor, but against 
the standard that requires us to pay two bushels of wheat and two 
pounds of cotton, where justice and equity require the payment of 
but one, he has not one word to say. 

In 1873, the value of gold was such that cotton, measured by 
the golden yardstick, was worth, at the average export price, 16.8 
cents per pound. 
the western nations as a money metal, the demand for gold has 


But, since then, silver has been outlawed by 


thus been arbitrarily increased, and with this increased demand, 
gold has risen in value. And as gold has grown in value, the 
golden monetary yardstick has been stretched so that for the cot- 
ton we exported during the fiscal year closing June 3oth last, we 
realized an average price of but 8.1 cents per pound. In short, in 
1873, our monetary yardstick, the gold dollar, had less value than 
six pounds of cotton; in 1896 it had a greater value than twelve. 
And with cotton, so with other produce. Just as the golden 
monetary yardstick has lengthened, it has taken more produce to 
pay our indebtedness, taken more pounds of cotton, more bushels 
In 1873 
the bushel of wheat was worth $1.16 in gold, last year but 65 
cents. In 1873 for the flour we exported in payment of our 
indebtedness, we realized $6.71 ; last year a barrel of flour only 
sufficed to extinguish $3.56 of indebtedness. 


of wheat, more pounds of flour, to measure the dollar. 


Thus has the gold standard virtually effected a doubling of 
all debts, yet in such doubling Mr. Sherman sees no harm. But 
in the scaling down of indebtedness he sees great wrong, great 
injustice, and on this ground he cries out lustily against the free 
coinage of silver. But there would be no scaling down of debts, 
consequent on opening our mints to the free coinage of silver, in 
the sense Mr. Sherman implies. Mr. Sherman assumes that free 
silver coinage would give us a fifty-three cent dollar, as measured 
in gold, and that in this dollar debtors would pay their debts. But 
why a fifty-three cent dollar? Because, Mr. Sherman tells us, that 
this is the bullion value of the 371% grains of silver in the 
dollar, that 53 cents is all that the silver dollar would fetch at this 
time, if melted down and sold as bullion, and, as he truthfully 
says, after the opening of our mints to silver, the bullion and face 
value of the silver dollar would be the same. 


But why suppose that silver would be worth no more under 
free coinage than now? Why suppose that the relative value of 
gold and silver would remain unchanged? The effect of the open- 
ing of our mints on the demand for gold and silver would be 
marked, the demand for silver would greatly increase, while the 
demand for gold decreased, and to suppose that such changes in 
the relative demand for the precious metals would have no effect 
on the relative values of gold and silver, to suppose that an 
increased demand for silver, the cheaper, and a decreased demand 
for gold, the dearer metal, would not cause silver to rise and gold 
to fall, thus bringing the relative values of gold and silver together, 
is preposterous. 
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The free coinage of silver would not, therefore, give us a 
fifty-three cent dollar, and creditors need have no fear of a scaling 
Under free coinage the silver dollar 
will be the equal of the gold. If our creditors who have stipu- 
lated payment in gold,demand payment in gold, they can have gold, 
but this gold will not be the dear gold which they now exact. It 
will be no longer gold of such great value that each dollar will 
purchase two bushels of wheat or fifteen pounds of cotton, but it 
will be cheaper gold, cheaper because by restoring silver to its 
place as money we have lessened the demand for gold, it will be 


down of debts in this way. 


gold that will cost our producers less sacrifice of products and 
expenditure of labor than now. 

Repudiate our debts we will not, but we will no longer suffer 
the dictation of the money cliques and of interested parties as to 
the value of gold, and we will no longer accept from them with- 
out protest a yardstick that grows longer from year to year and 
forces us to part with a larger and larger share of the products of 
labor to meet our indebtedness. Our right to guard over this 
measure of value so as to keep it of stable purchasing power we 
will assert, and we will, by restoring silver to its place as money, 
cheapen the gold dollar and thereby lift from the backs of our 
producing classes the unjust burdens which under the appreciat- 
ing gold standard have weighed them down. In brief, we will 
cheapen gold so that our producing classes may get better prices 
for their products. 

With the wage-earner under free coinage Mr. Sherman also 
expresses great sympathy. He tells us that under free coinage 
the value of the dollar paid the wage-earner for his labor would 
be cut in half. 
he continues, ‘‘ will then commence, 


‘The struggle between the workingman and the 
employer,’’ and no one 
knows better than the workingman how difficult it is to get an 
advance of pay. 

Indeed, under the appreciating gold standard and conse- 
quent fall in prices it is quite impossible for the wage-earner to 
He can only successfully demand a 
raise in wages when industry is remunerative, when there is 
ample employment of labor. and when there are no idle wage- 
earners ready and anxious to fill his place. In short, when pro- 
duction is curtailed as it ever must be while prices are falling and 
the profits of industry are uncertain the wage-earner cannot 
secure an advance in pay; indeed, he cannot protect himself 
against cuts in wages, for when wage-earners, owing to curtailed 
production, are thrown out of employment, and when they can 
find no vacant places to fill, they are obliged to seek employment 
by striving to obtain the places filled by their fellows and which 
they can only get by offering to work cheaper than those already 
employed. And before such increased competition among wage- 
earners for place and work it is evident wages must fall. 


secure an advance of pay. 





Consequently, in the face of falling prices—and a continued 
fall of prices is inseparable from the gold standard—wage-earners 
cannot prosper, for falling prices destroy the profits of industry, 
lead to curtailed production and make employment slack. And 
so it is that wage-earners under the gold standard find it impos- 
sible to maintain old rates of wages and at the same time secure 
full employment for their time. Check the fall in prices, the 
profits of industry will then become certain, production will be 
enlarged, there will be increased demand for labor and then wage- 
earners will prosper. Then they will be in position to demand 
better pay for their time, for then, instead of being obliged to seek 
for work, employers will seek for workmen. So the interest of 
the wage-earner lies in a prompt return to bimetallism. Let it 
also be remembered that the assertion that free coinage would 
mean to the wage-earner payment in fifty-three cent dollars is 
baseless, for under free coinage there would be no such dollar. 
There would be a hundred-cent silver dollar and a hundred-cent 
gold dollar, and both dollars would be cheaper, that is prices and 
consequently wages would be higher than now, but a fifty-three- 
cent dollar there would not be. 
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And to Mr. Sherman and other Republicans we would 
address one more question. Cheap goods they have told us make 
acheap man. How, then, will cheap goods benefit the wa, 
earner ? 

Continuing in this same anti-protectionist spirit, Mr. S| 
man tells us that ‘‘ that dollar is the best dollar that buys 
largest quantity of food and clothing.’’ In other words, : 
lower prices fall the more prosperous will we become, the lo 
wheat falls the better off will be the farmer, the less the pla: 
gets for his cotton, the manufacturer for his goods, the w. 
earner for his labor, the happier they should be. For the c: 
itor classes the dearest dollar may be the best, but for all ; 
ducers it is the worst conceivable. Yet such is the dollar: 
which Mr. Sherman asks our farmers, our manufacturers 
wage-earners to vote. 

So Mr. Sherman rambles on in defence of the standard | 
enriches the creditor classes but impoverishes all wealth producers 
until he concludes with the assertion that the proposal to pay | 
national indebtedness in silver coin is both a fraud and a robb 
The bonds of the United States are payable in coin, in eit 
gold or silver coin at the option of the government, yet to | 
them in silver, to pay them in the coin nominated in the |) 
would be fraud and robbery? Because the $62,315,400 bonds 
by Mr. Cleveland to the Belmont-Morgan syndicate in Februar) 
1895, were payable in coin, they were sold, so Mr. Clevels 
stated in a special message to Congress asking authority to iss 
gold bonds, at a price much lower than gold bonds could hay 
been sold—sold at a discount over gold bonds that as principal 
and interest during the thirty years they were to run, would h.\ 
resulted in a saving to the government of $16,000,000. In brief, 
for the privilege of paying interest and principal in silver coin w: 
paid a sum of $16,000,000, yet to exercise this right for which 
Mr. Cleveland in anger and as an ‘‘object lesson’’ paid so high!) 
would be, Mr. Sherman tells us, a fraud and robbery ! 

Dishonest charges of fraud and robbery, charges that cannot 
be substantiated, charges that have no foundation in justice 
equity will not suffice to blind American voters to the conspiracy 
of the money cliques to fasten the gold standard on our people. « 
conspiracy that they are striving to hide behind the cloak o! 
honesty, a conspiracy that aims at the impoverishment and 
enslavement of our people and the upbuilding of a moneyed 
oligarchy. 


THE FREE COINAGE OF GOLD. 


HE coinage of gold in the United States is free and unlimited 
That is, any and every owner of gold bullion has the right 
to take it to the mint without limit as to quantity and receive in 
return therefor, and free of charge for mintage, full legal tender 
gold coin of the United States, weight for weight with the bul- 
lion deposited. The weight of standard gold in the dollar is 25.8 
grains, and therefore the ounce of standard gold of 480 grains 
will coin into gold coin of the value of $18.604. So it is that the 
coining value or mint price of the ounce of standard gold of the 
United States Mint is $18.60;4,. By standard gold is meant gold 
of the eorrect fineness for coinage which is inthe United States 
nine parts pure gold and one part alloy. The British standard 
gold coin is 22 carats or }} fine. Hencestandard gold in America 
is 900 fine, while British standard gold is 91623 fine. 

As we have said, the coinage value of an ounce of gold ¥5 
fine at our mints is $18.60;4,. At the British mints the coinage 
value of an ounce of gold, 22 carats or }} fine, is £3 17s. 10'24 
In both countries the mints are open to the free and unlimited 
coinage of gold, the mint authorities being obliged to accept gold 
on deposit for coinage, without limit as to quantity, and return to 
the depositor, without charge for mintage, the same weight of 
gold deposited, in the shape of legal tender gold coin. Thus, ‘1 
America the owner of gold bullion can and does take it to the 
mint, and if he deposits gold bullion of standard fineness, that is 
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#, fine, and suitable for boinaios without further refining, he will 
have returned to him, absolutely free of any charge for mintage, 
oin at the rate of $18.60,4, for every ounce deposited. 

‘he practice in Great Britain is somewhat different. Al- 
though under the British mint laws any individual has the right 
to deposit gold at the mint for coinage, such privilege is not exer- 
ise The reason for this is that the Bank of England is obliged 

purchase all gold offered at the rate of £3 17s. od. per standard 

or at a discount of 1'2d. per ounce from the coinage rate. 

That owners of gold bullion prefer to sell their gold to the Bank 

{ England at this discount rather than deposit it at the mints for 

ve is due to the fact that by so selling their bullion they can 

ice realize upon it, while, if deposited at the mint, they would 

have to await the delays of coinage for payment, thereby suffering 

loss of interest on the value of the bullion. This obligation of 

ying all gold offered does not rest onerously upon, but is rather 

a source of profit to, the bank, which, it is currently believed, is 

permitted to issue its notes against such bullion bought, just as it 

issues its notes against gold coin, so that the Bank has full use of 
gold during the process of coinage. 

It has been a common practice among governments to charge 
a seignorage on coinage sufficient to offset the expenses of coin- 
ige, but since 1875 there has been no such charge in the United 
States. By seignorage is meant the difference between the bul- 
ind face value of coins. Uncer our mint system no charge 
for the coinage of either gold or silver was made prior to 1853, but 
the Mint Act of that year, February 21st, provided that after 
July ist, 1853, there should be a charge to the depositor of one- 
half ot one per cent. on the value of bullion, whether of gold or 
silver deposited. This charge amounted to 9;°5c. on every ounce 
{ standard gold deposited, so that the depositor of gold instead 
of receiving as for some years prior thereto $:8.604 for every 
ounce of gold deposited, received but $18.51,;'5. This charge was 
expected to defray the cost of mintage, and it remained unchanged 
until April 1st, 1873, when it was reduced to one-fifth of one per 

ent. Two years later, by Act of January 14th, 1875, all charge 
was abrogated, and the coinage has remained free ever since. 

sut free coinage of gold does not mean that for every 23.22 


the mint that the depositor shall receive free of all charge a stan- 
dard gold dollar weighing 25.8 ; or, in other words, that for 100 
ounces of pure gold deposited he shall have returned to him 
111.11 ounces of standard gold coin. The cost of mintage is 
vorne by the government, but the cost of refining and alloy must 
be paid by the depositor. If the depositor deposits bullion of 
wndard fineness, well and good. He will then have returned to 
him the equivalent of a gold dollar weighing 25.8 grains for every 
25.5 grains of standard gold deposited and without any charge. 
But if the bullion deposited is crude, so that it must be refined 
and alloy added to make it of proper fineness, the depositor must 
pay the cost of refining and the alloy. So if 100 ounces of pure 
gold was deposited, the depositor would have to pay for the 
iI‘; ounces of copper used as alloy before receiving in return 
(It.tt ounces of standard gold coin. The cost of mintage is 
borne by the government, but the cost of alloy, refining and 
preparing the bullion for coinage must be paid by the depositor. 

What we have said of gold was equally true of silver down to 
1573 and would be true again on opening our mints to the free 
aud unlimited coinage of silver. 





_ The laundry class is becoming popular, and young women 
who have learned cooking are now to be found taking notes upon 
historical laundry, and lectures about water, washing soda, soap, 
dleaching and blueing. Talks are also given upon the best 
methods of removing stains, tests of soap, etc. The pupils should 
b€ instructed as well in the proper way to shrink all kinds of ma- 
terial, and to set their colors before washing, which is a chapter 
oy itself. The usual way of giving a practice lesson is for each 
Pupi to bring one or two articles to each lesson ; a lesson being 
given on the laundering of linen, cotton, prints, muslins, etc. 
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WOMAN'S WAYS. 


HEN a em of lovers quarrel 
And in pride and anger part, 
Oft with hasty speech unkindly 
Wringing each the other's heart, 
As with high and haughty footstep 
Trips offended maid away. 
She will turn her head a moment, 
Glancing only—so she ll say 
At the glow of dying day. 
Maiden's way! Maiden's way ! 
When a pair of lovers weary 
Of such comedy of strife 
Meet again and sue forgiveness, 
Vowing harmony for life, 
As, with soft and tender glances, 
For one little kiss he'll pray, 
She will turn her head a moment 
Coyly feigning shy delay 
Lest he think he's won the day. 
Maiden's way! Maiden's way ! 
. LK 
Miss Catherine T. Smith has been presented with a gold 
medal by the French Government in recognition of her services in 
establishing and conducting the Jeanne d’Arc Home for Friend- 
less Immigrant French Girls in New York. 
BF 
Dr. Alice Bennett, who has just resigned the office of Super- 
intendent of the Woman’s Department of the Pennsylvania State 
Hospital for the Insane, after holding it for sixteen years, was the 
first woman ever appointed to the independent charge over a 
woman's hospital. She is recognized as one of the greatest 
alienists in the country. 


* * * 


Queen Amelie of Portugal, the loveliest crowned head in 
Europe and eldest daughter of the late Comte de Paris, has turned 
the application of the X rays to a novel and praiseworthy pur- 
pose. Her Majesty has been taking sciographs of the trunks of 
the various court ladies, exhibiting them to the subjects of the 
experiments, with the purpose of demonstrating the evils of tight 
lacing. 

#7 

The really honest man has long since ceased to hold up his 
mother as a criterion for his wife to follow in matters domestic. 
The average fin de siecle woman can cook as well as and do many 
other things better than the feminines of a past generation. 

*k 2k 

The following general rules for the care of the hair should be 
religiously followed by all who value a healthy scalp and luxu- 
riant tresses : 

1. Brush the hair for from four to five minutes, night and 
morning, with a moderately hard brush, taking care, however, not 
to irritate the scalp. The brush should be washed at least once a 
week. ‘This is one of the best means of keeping the skin of the 
head perfectly clean. 

2. Wash the head once a month in water softened with a few 
drops of ammonia, and use the yolk of an egg, well beaten up, 
with a little warm water, instead of soap. 

3. Never use hot irons for curling the hair. 


A WORD WITH THE DOCTOR. 


PERSON broken out with prickly heat will find great relief 
if the parts affected are dusted over several times a day 
with rye flour. 

A glass of milk, to which has been added a raw egg beaten 
light, a little sugar and grated nutmeg, will relieve that condition 
of physical exhaustion so often experiences in Summer weather. 

To cure redness of the hands beat together one ounce of clear 
honey, one ounce of almond oil, the juice of a lemon and the yolk 
of arawegg. Apply at night to the hands and cover with old 
gloves slit across the palms. a 

* 

Far better than soap for the bath, more cleansing and refresh- 
ing to the skin, is the use of a muslin bag filled with the following 
ingredients: Two quarts of bran, one ounce of orris-root, one 
ounce of almond-meal, and one small cake of castile soap shaved 
in strips. 
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If the face becomes badly burned through wheeling in a high 
wind, rub it with olive oil and vaseline or cover the face with 
cloths dipped in warm water containing bicarbonate of soda, which 
is both healing and cooling. 
+ 

If your appetite is poor these hot mornings, eat the sweet 
Spanish peppers dipped in a little salt, as you would radishes. 
The seeds should first be removed, as they are sometimes too 
pungent for the average American palate. These mild peppers 
are now raised in great abundance in New Jersey and on Long 
Island. The more familiar you become with this tropical fruit 
the better will be your health. 
* 


An invalid’s room should be neat and nicely appointed, but 
for obvious reasons it ought not to be clustered up with a super- 
fluity of trifles. ‘The collection of vases and small objects which 
need constant dusting is not appropriate ina room where fuss 
and fidget must be avoided. Vials and bottles, glasses, cups and 
spoons and the imposing paraphernalia of illness should equally 
be kept out of sight in the invalid’s apartment. A few flowers, 
a book or two, an easy chair and the atmosphere of use, of comfort 
avd of tranquility should pervade the chamber where pain indeed 
must be borne, but where patience often reigns, and which is to 
be regarded, not as the prison cell of illness, but as a way station 
on the highroad to health, 


* * a 


The opinion that hurry in eating is a prolific cause of dyspep- 
sia is founded on common observation. The ills resulting from 
bolting food have been attributed to the lack of thorough masti- 
cation and to the incomplete action of the saliva upon the food. 
Two-thirds of the food which we eat is starch, and starch cannot 
be utilized in the system as food, until it has been converted 
into sugar, and this change is principally effected by the saliva. 
But there isa third reason why rapidity of eating interferes 
with digestion. ‘The presence of the salivary secretion in the 
stomach acts as a stimulus to the secretion of the gastric juice. 
Irrespective of the mechanical function of the teeth, food which 
goes into the stomach incompletely mingled with saliva passes 
slowly and imperfectly through the process of stomach digestion. 
Therefore, as a sanitary maxim of no mean value, teach the child- 
ren to eat slowly and in giving this instruction, by example, the 
teacher, as well as the pupil, may receive benefit. 


LITERARY NOTES. 
AMONG THE NEWSPAPER MEN AND THE MAGAZINE WRITERS, 
AUTHORS AND ARTISTS, 








The Cripple Creek Guide, launched on a discriminating pub- 
lic as the result of an inspiration, is on ‘‘the top wave’’ of journal- 
istic success. 
advertising is original, and well repays the reader for its perusal. 
The Guide is just what the Cripple Creek district wanted, and it 
fills its mission most admirably. 

Ok 

Current Events is a monthly news-review published at Hart- 
ford, Conn. Its August number isa fair sample of the publication. 
It contains a number of the interesting literary features of a 
magazine, and in a concise way pays attention to the passing 
events of the world. The leading article defines the position of 
Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe on woman suffrage, the writer— 
Mrs. Isabella Beecher Hooker, the philanthropist and suffrage 
advocate—being better able to tell than any other person the truth 
of her sister’s relations with the cause. 

* 


Every line of its contents, editorials, news and 


The Watchwora, a gospel monthly magazine, published in 
Boston, Mass., has an attractive list of contents in its August 
edition, chief among them being ‘*The New Evangelism,’’ ‘‘Non- 
Attendance upon the Synagogues,’’ and ‘‘Who the Stundists 
Are.”’ 

Ke 

Good Reading, for August, is as full of choice stories and 
literary tid-bits as any ofits preceding numbers. ‘‘A Week with 
the Circus,’’ and ‘‘All is Well,’’ two of its leading sketches are 
especially attractive. 
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The Chicago Fagle is a journalistic screamer, full of news 
and full of grit, full of enterprise and full of ability. Its fearless 
editor, Henry F. Donovan, fully deserves the prosperity 
marks every page of his widely circulated and influe: 
newspaper. 

* OF 

The Illustrated Phonographic World is needed by every : 
gressive reporter and literary writer in the country. Its subscrip- 
tion price is fifty cents a year, and it is published by E. N. Mi: 
102 Fulton Street, New York. Notable among the s; 
features of the August number are ‘‘New Words Sadly Need 
‘‘What is the Best Form for a Type-Written Letter, 
‘*Phono-Typists.”’ , 

** 

The locale of the district which Ian Maclaren has immort 
ized is pretty well known, but Mr. Watson himself was unt 
recently ignorant of the existence of a real Drumtocht, 
thought that I had invented the word,’’ he wrote lately, ‘but fo: 
some time I have known that I am not an inventor, but on! 
Drumtochty, situated in Kincardineshire, is a 
Away t 


poacher. 
richly wooded valley, about two miles in length. 
north opens the valley of Glenbervie, the fatherland of Robert 
Burns, anda few miles to the south is Fasque, where muc! 
Gladstone's early life was passed and to the early associations wit! 
which the veteran statesman likes to revert. 

* 

Kit-Kat, a one-cent weekly, published by Keighton Bros, 
Philadelphia, has in its issue of the 15th inst., a continuation of 
Bertha M. Clay’s charming story, ‘‘A Girl with a Characte: 
It also contains a lot of odds and ends, a few of which may possi 
bly interest some one. 


“a 
The meagre reward of literary workers is strikingly shown in ! 
the case of Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe. She was a prolific writer, 


and nearly all her books had enormous sales, yet she died poss- 
essed of very little money as the fruits of her pen. Her estate is , 
valued at $42,000, but the great bulk of this sum was accumulated y 
by fortunate investments in real estate, which were made 
managed by her son. 
* 

Bjornstjerne Bjornson, the Norwegian poet and_politicia: 

has turned his back upon his country and is going to Germany 1 


live. Hendrik Ibsen has already done so, having settled at fy 
Munich. ‘ 
* . 

The Carnival edition of Zhe Evening Telegraph, Colorad 
Springs, is a magnificent success in a business view, and a splet- 
did triumph of journalism in the ‘‘wild’’ and not a bit ‘‘wooll) xs 
West. In every page, from its artistically sun-flowered front s] 


cover to the last line of the advertisement-crowded last page, it 's 
a most praise-worthy addition to the journalistic literature of ¢! 

country, a truthful and graphic exemplification of the remarka!l ha 
growth and prosperity of the Carnival City and El Paso County 
and a lasting credit to the editors and reporters of Zhe Telegyap/ 


* 


“women folk,’? young and old, of the household, by the arrival o! 
Mother's Journal! How its every page is read over and ove! pr 
again, and its contents discussed until ‘‘the men of the house 
wanting ‘‘to know what it is all about,’’ read the Jowrva/ too, ant 
make the family vote unanimous in the declaration that ‘‘it’s the 
best of its kind anywhere !’’ And so it is. It ought to be 
every home, for it is useful, companionable and wholesome. The 
leading features of its August number are ‘‘Topical Sylla): 
Child Study,’’ ‘‘Practical Pen Talks,’’ ‘‘Headaches in Children, 
‘‘Sympathy,”? ‘‘A Word to Mothers,’’ ‘‘Fireside Conference, 
and ‘‘Fashions for the Wee Ones.’’ other's Journal is publish 
by James R. Bolton & Co., 216 Exchange Building, New Have#, 
Conn., and its subscription price is one dollar per year. 
: 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


THE TRADE DOLLAR. 





To the Editor of THR AMERICAN : 
}eAR Stk : For my information will you please answer the 
ing questions through the columns of THE AMERICAN and 
thy oblige 
Yours very truly, A. C. AULDON. 
keview, Oregon. ‘ 
What was the object of abolishing the ‘ trade dollar? 
was stopped did the government ‘call them in 
t have to redeem them ? 
It is claimed that every silver dollar has a gold dollar behind it. 
explain the modus operandi of converting silver dollars into gold. 
What is the weight and fineness of the Mexican silver dollar ? 


’* After their 
Did the gov- 


1) The act of February 12, 1873, which dropped the stan- 
silver dollar from the list of coins to be struck at our mints, 
thus suspended the free coinage of silver, authorized the 
ye of the trade dollar. This dollar was designed for use by 
the people of the Pacific coast in their trade with China. Its 
weight was 420 grains, while the weight of the standard silver 
lollar was but 41212 grains, and it contained 378 grains of pure 
silver, whereas, the standard silver dollar contained but 371% 
Thus the butlion value of the trade dollar was greater 
un that of the standard dollar, which was at that time worth 
than its face value. Consequently the trade dollar did not 
{its way at once into circulation, and it was not anticipated 
t it would, although it was made legal tender up to $5. 
Indeed, the trade dollar was intended solely for use in the 
istern trade, especially with China, where it passed at its bul- 
n value, and the object of coinage was simply to secure a cer- 
ition as to the weight and fineness of the silver so as to make 
eadily acceptable by the people of the Orient, and thereby 
iitate trade. In short, the trade dollar was intended for export 
not for home circulation. This dollar was coined for the 
account of anyone depositing silver with the mints, and there was 
But the cost of coinage was not borne 
by the government, the coinage act of 1873, under which they 
were issued, authorizing a charge for coinage sufficient to defray 
the actual cost of mintage. This charge varied at the different 
nts, averaging at Philadelphia, where mintage was carried on 
with least cost, to about 114 per cent. of the face value of the coin, 

at the mints of San Francisco and Carson City to about 1% 
per cent. This charge also covered the cost of the copper used 
aS aloy., 

As we have said, this dollar was intended for export and not 

rhome circulation, but as silver, consequent on the closing of 
mints of the United States, Germany and France against it, 
in price, so that 420 grains of standard silver, which was 
worth at the time of the passage of the act about $1.02'%4, became 
worth more as coin than bullion the trade dollar found its way 
into circulation. The result of this was that by joint resolution 
of July 22, 1876, the limited legal tender quality was taken 
from the trade dollar, and the Secretary of the Treasury 
Was empowered to restrict the coinage to such amount as he 
should deem sufficient to meet the export demand. But the coin- 
ige was not at once restricted. In 1877 13,092,710 of these 

lollars were struck, and in the first nine months of 1878 

Then Mr. Sherman, as Secretary of the Treasury, 
ordered the coinage of trade dollars stopped, and though coinage 
Was not entirely suspended until 1883, there were not more than 
two thousand trade dollars struck in any one year after 1878. 

Ot the 35,965,924 trade dollars coined all told, many remained 
in circulation, but after coinage was entirely suspended they 
became gradually discredited and found less and less ready accept- 

Ultimately, by act of March 3, 1887, their redemption was 
led for and they were called in, standard silver dollars of 
{12'. grains of full legal tender power being given in exchange 
he discredited trade dollars of 420 grains. The government 
Was not a loser but made a profit of 7'% grains of standard sil- 
ver on every trade dollar so exchanged. 

2) These standard silver dollars circulated, and now circu- 
as daily comes under our observance, at a par with gold, 
ut they do so not because there is a gold dollar behigd every sil- 
ver dollar, not because their redemption in gold is provided for, 
but because they fill all the money functions, are just as accept- 
adic as gold to anyone having payments to make, and hence there 
'S Just as great a money demand for them as for gold. This 
cemand keeps them at par with gold, and it is impossible that they 


: 
Sh 


“40u'd go to a discount, for the moment they became cheaper 


4,25 yOO. 
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than gold the demand for them by all those having payments to 
make would become greater. And this demand would increase 
until such increased demand caused the silver dollar to rise and 
the discount to disappear. In brief, the demand for money must 
ever fall with greatest force on that money of full debt-paying 
power that is most plentiful and that can be obtained most read- 
ily. So it is that the silver dollar keeps at par with gold, and so 
it is that under free coinage of both gold and silver the parity 
between gold and silver bullion would be restored and maintained 
just as the parity is now maintained between our gold and silver 
coin. For the assertion that every silver dollar has a gold dollar 
behind it there is absolutely no foundation, and there is no pro- 
vision whatsoever for the redemption of our standard silver dol- 
lars in gold. They rest solely on their own basis. ‘They are not 
redeemable, and never have been redeemed in gold or anything 
else. ' 

(3) The weight of the Mexican dollar is 417.79 grains of a 
fineness of 902.;’5, so that the Mexican dollar contains 377.17 
grains of pure silver, or nearly six grains more than our standard 
silver dollar. 


THE WORLD'S STOCK OF Ge ILD. 





To the Editor of THE AMERICAN : 

DEAR SiR :—Through the courtesy of Senator Tillman of South Carolina, 
I am referred to you for information regarding the proportion existing 
between the gold in use as a money medium and that serving all other pur- 
poses in commerce, 

Desiring to obtain as correct an estimate as possible on this poyit, I shall 
be obliged if you will be kind enough to give me, through the columns of THER 
AMERICAN, such information as can be had. 

, Very respectfully, 


Chicago, Il. A. KE. SUNTON. 


The total production of gold in the world since the discovery of 
America, or from 1493 down to the close of 1894, is given in the re- 
port of the Director of the United States mint for 1895 at $8,58o,- 
467,400, and in the same report we find the stock of gold in the 
world, and in use as money, on January rst, 1895, estimated at $4,- 
086,800,000. At the time of the discovery of America, the supply 
of the precious metals was very limited, and the amount of both 
gold and silver in use as money among the nations of the western 
world did not exceed $200,000,000. Moreover, of this small 
amount, much the greater part consisted of silver. 

So it is evident that of the total product of gold since the dis- 
covery of America nearly one-half is at this time in use as money. 
But the stock of gold now in use as money falls far short of repre- 
senting the amount of gold that has been used in coinage since the 
discovery of America, for gold coin must, of necessity, lose much 
of its weight and value from abrasion and other causes, the longer 
it remains in circulation. Thus it is that governments, in order to 
keep their gold coin of full legal weight, are constantly put to the 
expense of recoining gold coin that has lost weight from long 
usage. It is evident that at each recoinage, the face value of the 
new coins struck will be less than that of the old coinage, the 
fewer number of pieces coined, as compared to the abraded coin 
melted down for recoinage, representing the loss of weight of the 
old coins from abrasion. Then,too,much gold coin from time to time 
islost. Soit isobvious that while but four billions of the 8% billion 
of gold produced since the discovery of America is now in use as 
money, that a considerably larger portion of the 8'4 billions pro- 
duced, that is more than 4 billions, has been used for coinage, and 
that nothing like 4% billions of the gold produced since 1493, has 
been available for other purposes than coinage. What proportion 
has been available for purposes of commerce is, of course, prob- 
lematical, and the proportion still in existence of the amount so 
used is even more problematical. But it is unquestionable that 
since the discovery of America the proportion of the product of 
gold available for uses other than coinage, has fallen far short of 
one-half of the total product and it is equally evident that the 
amount of gold in existence other than that in use as money, does 
not equal, by far, the amount of gold that has been used indus- 
trially during the past 400 years, for in the manufacture of orna- 
ments loss of gold is inevitable, while gold used in gilding and 
other similar uses, is lost for ever. So it is safe to conclude that 
the stock of gold in use as a money medium, and estimated at four 
billion dollars, considerably exceeds the amount of gold serving 
other purposes of commerce. 


FUNDED DEBT OF THE UNITED STATES. 








R. G. Moody, Wilmington, Delaware.—The present interest- 
bearing debt of the United States, aside from $ 100,000,000 five- 
per-cent bonds and $162,315,400 four-per-cent bonds issued by 
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Mr. Cleveland during the past three years in order to maintain a 
gold reserve not authorized by law and for the convenience of 
those foreign bankers desiring to accumulate hoards of gold at 
our expense, consisted, on July 31st last, of $559.637,750 four 
per-cent bonds, issued in 1878 and '79, and of $25,364,500 issued 


in 1877-78 at 4% per cent interest, and continued in 1892 at two 
per cent. The $559.637,750 four-per-cent bonds referred to above 


and now outstanding, are ‘the remainder of an issue of $741,522,- 
000 of four-per-cent bonds issued in large part in exchange for 
five and six per cent bonds of the United States bonds falling due 
during Mr. Hayes’ administration. Some $98,000,000 were 
issued for gold in 1878 by Mr. Sherman, with the object of accu- 
mulating a gold reserve, in anticipation of the resumption of spe- 
cie payments; but, as we have said, much the larger portion were 
issued with the object of taking up as they fell due the five and 
six-per-cent bonds previously issued by the government Thus, 
these bonds were mainly the result of the refunding of earlier 
issues of bonds, and such also was the origin of the $25,364,500 
two-per cent bonds now outstanding, which were issued in 1877 
and '78 as part of an issue of $250,000,000 4'%-per-cent bonds. 
and continued, when they fell due in 1892, at two per cent inter- 
est. These bonds are payable, principal and interest, in coin— 
that is, in either gold or silver, as are all the bonds of the United 
States, and the option of payment in either gold or silver, rests 
with the Secretary of the Treasury. 


IN THE HOME CIRCLE. 





fire upon the hearth is low. 
And there is stillness everywhere ; 
And, like winged spirits, here and there 
The firelight sh: oan fluttering go. 
And as the shadows round me creep, 

A childish treble breaks the gloom, 
And softly from a further room 

Comes ‘‘ Now I lay me down to sleep.’ 


I daw: 


And somehow with that little prayer 
And that sweet treble in my ears, 
My thoughts go back to distant years, 
And linger with a dear one there ; 
And as I hear my child's ‘‘ Amen,”’ 
My mother’s faith comes back to me— 
Crouched at her side I seem to be, 
And mother holds my hands again. 


O for an hour in that dear place ! 
© for the peace of that dear time! 
O for that childish trust sublime ! 
O for a glimpse of mother's face 
Yet as the ee enin round me creep, 
I do not seem to be alone 
Sweet magic of that treble tone 
And ** Now I lay me down tosleep.”’ 
—Eugene Field. 


* 

Frederick the Great's father was in the habit of kicking the 
shins of those who differed from him in argument. One day he 
asked a courtier if he agreed with him on some discussed point. 
‘ Sire,’’ he returned, ‘‘ it is impossible to hold a different opinion 
from a king who has such strong convictions and wears such thick 
boots.’’ 

* 

‘*One deplorable result of excessive 
land,’’ says Mrs. Ernest Hart, in her work entitled ‘‘ Diet in 
Sickness and Health,’’ “‘is the ill-temper which is a chronic 
moral complaint among us. In no country, I believe, is home 
rendered so unhappy and life made so miserable by the ill-temper 
of those who are obliged to live together as in England. To 
everybody who reads these lines examples will occur of homes 
which are rendered quite unnecessarily unhappy, when they 
might be happy, by the moroseness and rudeness of the head of 
the family, by the peevishness of the wife, or by the quarreling 
of the younger members. If we compare domestic life and man- 
ners in England with those of other countries where meat does 
not form such an integral article of diet, a notable improvement 
will be remarked. In less meat-eating France urbanity is the 
rule of the home ; in fish and rice-eating Japan harsh words are 
unknown, and an exquisite politeness to one another prevails 
even among children who play together in the street. In Japan 
I never heard rude, angry words spoken by any but Englishmen, 
I am strongly of the opinion that the ill-temper of the English is 
caused in a great measure by a too abundant meat dietary, com- 
bined with a sedentary life. The half-oxidized products of albu- 
min form urates and uric acid, which, circulating in the blood, 
produce both mental and moral disturbances.’’ 


meat-eating in Eng- 
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OuR LONDON LETTER. 


How the House of Lords Treated the Irish Land Bill.—Unpopularit, 
of the Marquis of Salisbury and Arthur J. Balfour.—Eng- 
lish Abuse of the Free Silver Movement.—A British 
Peer’s Denunciation of the Democracy. 


From our special correspondent. 


LONDON, August § 


HE manner in which the House of Lords have dealt this week 
with the Irish Land Bill of the Government has given 

to some excitement. The ministry had no small amount of 1: 
ble with the measure in the Commons, not only as it was atta 
there by a strong party of Irish landlords and others, but the |; 
party did not regard it with too much favor. So strong w 
feeling at times that once it neirly involved the resignation 
important minister, and once it was a toss up whether the | 
ernment would abandon it or not, as they had done that il! 
measure, the Education Bill. But these contingencies 
occurred, and the measure left the Commons—somewhat distorted 
it is true—to face the upper House. It must have been with 
of relief that the Ministry saw this, the only important work of 
legislation besides the Rating Bill that the present session can show, 
depart from the turbulent Commons and enter what they fondly 
imagined to be the placid haven of the Lords. But here fresh 
anxieties awaited them. On Thursday last, at the instan 
body of peers who for the most part were Irish landlords, h 
amendments were introduced and carried by large majorities 
Besides the humiliation of defeat, the Government suffered the 
additional anguish of seeing their bill so completely disfigu: 
that in no way can it be said to meet either their own views or the 
recognized just demands of the Irish party. 


‘*The Lords’’ in a Pickle. 


The excitement over this action of the Peers has been con 
siderable. The Radical and Liberal organs demand the abolition 
of the Upper Chamber, because here is an example where it has 
obviously disregarded the wishes not only of the people, but of 
the lower House. With no patriotic motives at stake, with no 
national interest in question, it has put aside a beneficent meas 
ure to the advantage and gain of a few landed proprietors. Even 
the Government journals deplore the situation and upbraid the 
Peers for having put in the mouths of the people what will 
henceforth be considered as a just cry against themselves. I!, as 


it is announced, the Government will not persevere with the Bull 


on account of the Lords’ amendment, there is very little doubt 
but that a perfect torrent of abuse will be directed against the 
upper Chamber, and the antipathy and aversion of the people 
which is now to some extent dormant, will spring again into life 
endowed with fresh vigor. This morning it is reported that 4 
compromise between the two Houses has been arrived at, and 
that the Lords will not insist on the more objectionable of their 
amendments. This will bridge over the difficulty to some extent, 


but it still leaves the Lords in a most unenviable position. 
Two Unpopular Leaders. 


It may just be mentioned en passant that the present Ministry 
is beginning to be called *‘ unlucky’’ in the London press. wae 
thing they have touched seems to have turned against them 
their external as well as internal complications have been 9 well 
nigh overwhelming. Large majorities can do nothing, it i uid 
against the influence of an ‘‘evil star,’’ and it is already being 
pointed out with some frequency that all Governments with ¢ olos- 
sal majorities, in this country at least, have come to an unt 
end. Any way, there is no doubt that electors are beginning to 
get impatient and angry at the incapacities and repeated failures 
of the Government. Much of the complaint is directed agains 
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Wanamaker’s , 





t.eelog COMPETITION and ex- 
Bicycles travagant costs for selling 
$33 wheels—and for coaxing 
people to buy wheels— 
to eat up manufacturers’ 
usiness methods, according 
but Our Public shall. share 
wheels that must now be sold to give 
w make! ish. 
satisfactory Bicycle—or, 
nee, a high-grade wheel— 
| for $25. Our experts have 
products of fifteen manu- 
ently. There were short- 
We would not offer the wheels 


ured less than five hundred 
high-grade wheel to sell at 
¢ No matter what the maker called it, 
33 we amed it 
THE WISSAHICKON 
t under our full bicycle guarantee. 
Wheels for men aud women. 


his morning! 
Market street, 


JOHN WANAMAKRER. 


SHIRTS -A Great Bargain. 


ked manufacturer, anxious 

spose of his entire stock of Cheviot 
Shirts, mad price so low that, in the 
terest of customers, we promptly 
porchased the lot. The goods are now on 
t nters at the wonderfully low 











35c, or Three for $1.00. 


y shirt is excellent in style and 
n in the best possible manner 
buttons, All sizes for men 
ucluded, 


BICYCLES — exceten makes : 


The “S. & C.,” at $47.50; 
The “Merion,” at $70.00. 
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BICYCLES for boys and 
Pus, 24-inch wheels—which 
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ve” Lamps, at 6S cents; 

“addin” Lamps, at $1.50; 
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. bags, with laced top and the best 
ever Vevised, at 75 cents. 
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the Marquis of Salisbury and his nephew, Arthur J. Balfour,who, 
it is said, might mix more with their followers, instead of main- 
taining the philosophic reserve that they delight to affect. The 
Marquis is called a ‘‘ hermit,’’ because he is seldom seen or heard. 
Even his Foreign Office work is done in retirement at Hatfield. 
Arthur Balfour does not offend so much as his uncle, but still he 
misses no opportunity of seeking the quiet and solitude of his 
private room in preference to the storm of the Ministerial bench. 
This, after all, is not unnatural; but it is most irritating to the 
rank and file of the party, who are thus debarred to some extent 
from having any access to their leader. 


Watching the Silver Campaign. 


Very little fresh has been said here of late concerning the 
American situation. But in no way can the interest be said to be 
slackened. Everybody is watching the silver crusade intently 
and it is in this direction that the most important events are ex- 
McKinley and the tariff have gone by the board: the 
What they want to 
know is whether Bryan is likely to carry the votes with him, and 
if so, how far England is likely to be affected. 


pected. 
English people will have none of them. 


Correspondence goes on merrily on this subject in the various 
papers, and to-day in the Economist there has appeared an elo- 
quent and able letter from the pen of Mr. Moreton Frewen, It 
deals with the agrarian movement in America, which the writer 
depicts in no uncertain way. From the most reliable statistics 
Mr. Frewen shows that the average gross annual fer capita in- 
come of people on farms, works out for 1890 at a trifle overa 
shilling per day per capita. ‘‘These, be it recalled, are the 
returns anterior to that great fall in values which dates back to 
1893. I have no doubt that were later returns available, the 
present income fer capita would work at barely ninepence per 
day.’’ And then follows this remarkable paragraph: ‘‘Contrast 
the position of this farm population, whose Arcadian prosperity 
is portrayed for us in glittering generalities by complacent philoso- 
phers here and in Boston, with the far more enviable lot of the 
American pauper and the American convict. The Board of Super- 
visors of Clarke county, Illinois, contract out the cost of keeping 
their paupers at two dollars per capita per week, or fourteen pence 
per day, including funeral expenses ; while the Commissioner of 
the Illinois State jail shows, in his official return, that the State 
of Illinois receives for its chain gangs, leased out to work on the 
roads, twenty pence per day per convict.’’ Mr. Frewen has a 
stinging rebuke for those who openly show their indifference to 
the sufferings of American agriculturists, or who 
flouts and jeers have already goaded whole states full of sufferers to 
fury,’’ because he holds that such men “‘ operating in the Eastern 
and English press, are to-day paving the way for a war between 
the two nations.’ 
foul charges deliberately made in the English press against the 
free silver movement in America? asks Mr. Frewen. What 
must be the inevitable result ? The organs which lead themselves 
to the promulgation of the belief that American politics have be- 
come the playground of a band of determined and unscrupulous 
‘*besters,’’ will surely be much to blame if Anglo-American rela- 
tions continue to be strained. 


A Ruffianly Letter-Writer. 


‘ 


‘with jibes and 


’ 


What will be the end of all the abuse and 


‘* Let me add in conclusion,’’ says the writer, ‘‘ that while we 
may settle the Venezuelan difficulty, and while we may ripple 
over on this side of the sea, with the assurances of cousinly 
love, yet a letter such as that from Lord Farrer’s pen, which ap- 
peared in one of your contemporaries (the Dazly Chronide) on 
Saturday last (August 1)—a letter denouncing a great historic 
party as a party of robbers, and its platform as a ‘ bare faced rob- 
bery ’—this letter will a few days hence provide the required 
material in a thousand western newspapers, for a fresh outburst of 
hatred and fury against the ‘ great creditor nation.’ ”’ 

G. W. 
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L ER Send 2 cent stamp for 
FREE S| v thick, large paper copy 
of the new Patriotic Campaign Song for Clubs, 
&c. THE DOLLAR OF OUR SIRES. (Air, 
* Marching through Georgia."') 10 cents per 
dozen, 50 cents per too, Also full Table of Con- 
tents of the new Campaign Book “THk& BATTLE 
AGAINST PROSPERITY and against the establish- 
ed pr nciples of MONETARY SCIENCE." 

the onty book which covers the whole subject by 
citations from the higuestauthorities The most 
interesting and conclusive book ever written on 
the subject. The book 1s unassatiable, as every 
proposition is fully supported, driven and clinch- 
ed. 200 pages, good type, large print, book paper, 
stitched. One copy, 30 cents, postpaid by mail. 


PHILADELPHIA NOVELTY MFG. CO. 


Agents Wanted. 13th & Noble Sts., Phila., Pa, 





Reading Railroad 


ANTHRACITE COAL. 
NO SMOKE. _NO CINDERS. 
ON AND AFTER MAY 17, 1896. 
Trains Leave Reading Terminal, - Philadelphia. 
iets Via. L. V.R.R. 


Buffalo Day Express 

Parlorand Dining Car daily 9.00 A. M. 
Black Diamond Express weekdays 

For Buffalo (Parlor Car) 12 du P. M. 


Buffalo and Chicago Kxpress jail 6.34 P. M. 
Sleeping Cars fe aly 945 P.M 
Williamsport Express, week-days, 8.35, 10.05 A, 
M.,405 P.M. Daily (Sleeper) 11.30 P. M. 
Lock Haven, Clearfield and Bellefonte Express 
(Sleeper) daily, except Saturday, 11.30 P. M. 


For New York 


Leave Reading Terminal, 4.10, 7.30 (two-hour 
train), 5.30, 9.30, 10.30, 11.00 A, M., 12.45, (dining 
car), 1.30, 3.05, 4.00, 4 2, 5.00, 6.10, 7.30, 8.10 (dining 
car) P. M., 12.10 night. Sundays —4,10, 8.30, 9.30, 
lu.10, 11.50 (diaing car) A. M., 1.30, 3.55, 6.10, 8.10 
(dining car) P. M., 12.10 night. 

Leave 2th and Chestnut sts., 3.55, 7.59, 10.09, 
10 $2, 11.04 A. M., 12.57 (dining car), 3.08, 4.10, 6.12, 
8.19 (dining car), 11.49 P. M. Sunday, 3.55, A. M., 
lu.32, 12.04 (dining car), 4.10, 6.12, 8.19 (dining 
car), 11.45 P.M, 

Leave New York, foot of Liberty street, 4.30, 
8 00, 8.15, 9.00, 10.00, 11.30 A. M., 1.30, 2.00, 4.30, 
4.00 (two-hour train), 4.30 (two-hour train), 5.00, 
6.00, 7.30, 9.00, 10.00 P. M., 12.15 night. Sundays, 
4.30, 9.00, 10.00, 11.30 A. M., 2.00, 4.00, 6.00, 6.00 
P. M., 12.15 night. 

Parlor cars on all day express trains and 
i cars on night trains toand from New 
York. 

FOR BETHLEHEM, EASTON AND POINTS 
IN LEHIGH AND WYOMING VALLEYS, 6.06, 
8.00, 9.0U, 11 OU A, M., 12.40, 2.00, 4.30, 5.80, 6.34, 9.45 
P.M. Sundays, 6.25, 8.82, 9.00 A. M., 1.10, 4.20, 6.34, 
9.46 P. M. (9.45 P. M. does not connect for Kaston 
on Sunday.) 


For Schuylkill Valley Points 


For Phoenixville and Pottstown—Express, 
8.35, 10.05 A. M., 12.45, (Saturdays only, 2-30), 
4.05, 6.80, 11.30 P. M. Accom., 4.20, 7.45, 11.06 
A. M., 1.42, 4.35, 5.58, 7.20 P. M. Sunday— 
Express, 4.00, 9.05 A. M., 11.30 P.M. Accom., 7.30, 
11.35 A. M., 6.15 P. M. 

For Reading—Express, 8.35, 10.05 A. M., 12.46, 
(Saturdays only, 230), 4.05, 6.00, 11.30 P. M, 
Accom.,, 4,20, 7.45 A. M., 1.42, 4.36, 5.53, 7.20 P. M. 
Sunday—Express, 4.00, 9.05 A. M., 11.30 P. M, 
Accom., 7.30 A. M., 6.15 P. M. 

For Lebanon and Harrisburg—Express, 8.35, 
10.05 A. M. (Saturdays only, 2 40), 4.05, 6.40 P. M, 
Accom., 4.20 A. M., 1.42, 7.20 P. M. Sunday— 
Express, 4.00, 7.30 A.M. Accom. 6 lo, P, M. 

For Pottsville—Express, 5.35, 10.05 A. M. 
(Saturdays only, Zo), 4.05, 6.40, 1130 P. M. 
Accom., 4.20,745 A M, 142 PM. Sunday— 
Express, 4.00.9.05 A.M ,i1.30 P.M. Accom., 6.15 
P 


For Shamokin and Williamsport—Express, 
8.35, 10.05 A M., 405, 11.30 P M. Sunday—Ex- 
press, 9.05 A. M., 1130 P. M_ Additional for 
Shamokin—Express, week-days, 6.40 P M. Ac- 
com.,4.20A M. Sunday—Express, 4.00 A. M, 

For Danville and Bloomsburg, 10-05 A. M. 


For Atlantic City 


Leave Chestnut street and South street wharves: 
Week-days—Express, 900 A. M., 2.00 (Satur- 
days only, 3 00), 4.00, 5.00 P. M. Accom., 8.00 
A. M., 430,640 P.M Sundays—Express, 9.00, 
1000A M. Accom., 8.00 A.M., 4.45 P.M. 

Leave Atlantic City Depot: Weekdays— 
Express, 745,900, A. M., 3.30, 5-6u, . M, 
Accom, 6.500.815 A. M. 4.32 P. M. Sundays— 
Express, 4 00, 5.40, 8 Wu P. M. Accom,7,15 A.M., 
415 P.M. 

Parlor cars on all express trains. 

Brigantine, week-days, 8.00 A. M., 4.30 P. M, 

Lakewood, week-days, 8 00 A. M., 4.15 P, M. 


For Cape May. 
Week-days, 9.15A.M., 415 P.M. Sundays, 9.15 
A.M 


Leave Cape May, weekdays, 7.35 A. M.,34) P.M. 

sundays 3 4u P. M. 

Detailed time tables at ticket offices, northeast 
cor Broad and Chestnut, 833 Chestnut street, 20 
South Tenth street, 609 South Third street, 3962 
Market street and at stations. 

Union Transfer Company will call for and 
check baggage from hotels and residences. 


1. A. SWEIGARD, Cc. G. HANCOCK, 
Gen. Superintendent, Gen, Pass, Agent 
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OVERLAND MONTHLY 


(Edited by ROUNSEVELLE WILDMAN ) 


Like no other magazine on carth. Filled to 


overflowing with glorious pictures of the Golden 
West. Three Dollars a Year. 


OVERLAND MONTHLY PUBLISHING CO., 


SAN PRANCISCO, CAL. 





1043 Van Buren St., 


Se fetter 


inn. Co Oold Mine 


Send us ten cents, coin or stamps, and we will 


send your name and address to 100 of the 
most popular papers in 
receive copies of each for reading and distribu- 
tion FREE. 
and address to 6OO manufacturers who want 
agents. 
employment, as we 
show.) 
other things too numerous to mention 
get bushels of mail. 


America You will 


In addition we send your name 


received permanent 
have testimonials to 
You will receive samples of goods and 
You 


have 


(Many 


Address, 
U. S. DIRECTORY CO., 
Chicago 





Is authority in its line 


$3.00 per annum. 
you mention this paper, 


The Electrical 
... Review... 





Being the oldest and most widely 
read Electrical Weekly published 
in the United States. 

Sent to any address in United States, 
Sample copy free, if 


ADDRESS— 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
13 Park Row, New York City. 








4 
4 


- ONE CENT. } 


= Our Talks with the Housewife.—An inter. 3 


The best advertising medium in the 
Electrical field, 
BE SURE TO BUY A COPY OF § 


| Kit-Kat | 


The Wonderful Magazine for the Home, 





A New Serial Stor by Bertha M. Clay, + 
entitled, ‘‘A Girl with a Character."’ 

How To Read Hands.—The Science of Palm- g 
istry made easy. The first of a series of 7 
articles on this interesting topic by Vera, one of 
the greatest living authorities on this subject. 

Our Boys and Girls Department.—A story 
especially for Children, by Cousi: Phoebe, and 
many other attrac tions for the little ones, 


esting article on the latest Paris and London 
fashions, and a thousand and one bits or useful 
7 and entertaining information. 


A Choice Piece of Instrumental Music. 7 

Severai Choice Short Stories. 

- SOcts.a Year. 2 cts. forsix months Subscribe 3 

now and secure these articles from the beginning. 4 
Sample Copy, One Cent Stamp. 


Keighton Bros., Pub., 10S. 18th St.,Phila. = 
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A Present for One Dollar 
Which Lasts Twelve Months-- 


“THE MOTHER'S JOURNAL."—Devoted 
to Mother and Baby's interests. Frances 
Sheldon Bolton, Editor. SrectaL OFFER : 
Send ten cents in stamps and we will mail 
to your address THe MOTHER'S JOURNAL 
for three months. Address, 


Mother’s Journal, New Haven, Conn, 





ADDRESS ON IMPROVING Th. 





10 CE 


any LEO NTS - 
ADWAY NEW YORK 


MEMORY LIBRARY 243 BRO 
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THE AMERICAN. 


“THe AMERICAN” AND “BIMETALLIS/1.” 


What the people say about them—Unsolicited endorsements 
come from all sections of the country. 
Gratifying appreciation. 


Clear and Indispensabie. 





Allow me to express my thanks for your book upon BI- 
METALLISM and to say that you set forth the case in the clearest 
It is just such a work as all c — should 

Senator, JAs. H. Kye, S. Dak. 


possibie light. 
have at hand. 
A Power of Good. 
I have just got hold of a copy of Mr. Barker's BIMETALLISM.. 
It is a great work and will do immense good. 
J. W. MvFFLy, 
Prized Above All. 
Permit me to state that of all the papers I receive I prize 
the AMERICAN above all. 


Des Moines, Iowa. 


Tuos. J. E_pERKIN, Chicago, III. 


For God and Humanity. 

You can hardly know how much I prize your journal THE 
AMERICAN. I thank God for a man who dares to come out on 
the side of God and humanity as you do. You don’t know the 
Tur AMERICAN which comes to me goes 
through at least two other families 


good you are doing. 
and it has done everything to 
put them on their feet for silver. 

S. P. 


CHASE, Brookfield, Pa. 


The Best Published. 

The writer has become greatly interested in BrIMETALLISM, 
and believes it is the best thing published. Anyhow it is superior 
to anything that I have seen, and I want a few copies for parties 
who have inquired for them. 

G. W. Dun, Press-Post Printing Co., Columbus, O. 


The True Patriotic Ring. 

Tuk AMERICAN has the true patriotic ring about it which I 
like. Our people are studying the financial question and well they 
may. They are ‘hard up’’ just now, being farmers and get 
almost nothing for their products. 

JAMEs S. 


” 


VAUGHTERS, Dennis, O. 


Concise, Honest and Manly. 

Among all the exchanges that come to my desk, THE 
AMERICAN stands first in my estimation, not in the bulkiness of 
its form, or the length of its columns, but in the concise, honest, 
manly and unanswerable way it has of putting the free coinage 
arguments before its readers. The person who reads THE 
AMERICAN regularly will never vote the British gold standard 
ticket. 


J. H. Davis, Editor Southern Fancter, Hapeville, Ga. 


Clear and Strong. 

I consider Mr. Barker's book on BIMETALLISM one of the 
clearest and strongest yet before the people. I wish it could be 
in the hands of every voter. I will do anything I can to help its 
It is a vote winner. ARTHUR Linn, Editor, 

Dakota Farmers Leader, Canton, S. D. 


The Heart in the Right Place. 


You have impressed me with the idea that your heart is in 
this fight. You are far and away the ablest writer upon our side of 
the controversy. E. Y. CHapin, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


sale. 


Logical and Unanswerable. 

It is difficult to see how a fair-minded man can read your 
editorials from week to week without being convinced that your 
arguments are simply unanswerable. I have for years been a 
Republican, but I do not expect to vote for McKinley this year. 

RkEv. CHARLES R. NUGENT, San Jose, Cal. 
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‘ 
Lerrimer'’s Excelsior Hair Porcer pos é 
tively uces @ luxuriant RTOWLD of heir é 
on the head. Rapidly cures bai ) 
passes, Senaey Mir falling this 
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$1 ® per : 
LORRIMER’S e exer! tak 
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more, Md. “§@ 
} 
Read Our 
FREE! specist Sac. FREE! ¢ 
Lorrimer & Co. know tha! there om @ 
thousands of persons in the United Stu @ 
bmg ny - 4 y Hatr Polling, Bag ‘ 
Dandir 
Bald Poichen Won te 
Byrnes a, A Meager and sa) ing Grow @ 
Beard and Mustaches and oi [nor deny 
© the Hair ond Sealy é 


They are also aware that | mast 


$1.00 without first knowing somes. 
about the cle they are alx “coms 
In order to prove to all that é 


Lorrimer’s Excelsior é 
ee bi 915 one é 


will do what we claim, and : 
wonderful merit, we have decided to A 
a sample bottle, all charges prepait te 
any part of the world ou receipt of & 6 
silver. $ 
We bope that every lady and gentieme: 
who is in need of a pooparat é 






offer, as it is only made in the “hope ths 
Lorrimer'’s Excelsior Hair Forcer may @ 
become widely known, and that is ma 
vellous mermts may be heraided fore 
throughout the length and breadth of te ¢ 
land as being the greatest hair grower eve ‘ 
discovered. Address 


W. A. LORRIMER’S . 
Excelsior Hair Forcer Co., 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


Norg.—Descriptive pam ph 
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ootlights | 


A weekly paper for the 





theatre-goer. Has two @ 
virtues now —cleanliness and 4 
truthfulness. More virtues in the 
future. Postal brings a sample @ 
COPY. ————. ¢ 
FOOTLIGHTS, 
Tenth and Chestnut Streets, 
PHILADELPHIA 
30008888 ; 


The Populist Standard Authority 
OUR MONEY WARS, 


BY SAMUEL LEAVITT, 





Author of ‘‘ Dictator Grant" and ‘ Peacemake 
Grange; and Editor of Peter Cooper's 40m™ 

A monumentof learning.—.V. 0. Pare ™ 
is not unknown to us, for we happen © 


read his “ Peacemaker Grange,” ¢tc_ 
worth careful perusal.—N. ¥. Herald 
no question of the value of the fa ts that 
digested and arranged.—San /. Chrome, 
epitome of information. Leaves none © 
facts unverified. Exceedingly use! i= 
Call, An encyclopedia on the money ques 
Chicago Inter-Ocean. The + soe ier er of inate 5 
—W. H. Harvey. The benefit that this ™ 
will be to the scientific student of value, *" 
enormous.—N. ¥. World. The most remarks 





book on finance of the century. Arent. 
very —— matter that was in langet 0 ® 
lost.— Gen. Warner. Just the Ete 
omnes that is being needed eae ~ 
D. Lloyd. No romance of Hug . o eal : 
Shakespear, ever stirred the dlooc wot — 


infamous record.—Jom Watson nap 
undisputed in the forefront fo r years tO 
Chicago Searchlight. Just the book oe tty 
awaiting for twenty-five years —"°"" © 
Baird. The American system of e Bot d 
like Solomon's temple, without the : 
hammer, in the magnificent sequences ° 
history. —H. E. Baldwin in Aren 
a great one.— Editor of Noncon/o’ 
be the standard for quotation ano #5, 
J.H. Ferriss. The most valuable 5na0¢ 
that has comé to our notice. —/ar"? 
Comprehensive, exhaustive, *) stematic 
and conden —San Francisco 58° toliet 
For sale at the office of THE ' Bws, ) 
Post-paid, Cloth, $1.25. Paper, so ce" 
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BOOK REVIEWS, 
EER. BEY 
tes Eye AND Irs CARE. By Frank Allport, M. D. Philadel- 
phia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 
Nr. Allport has presented in his book a concise and simple 
sption of the eye and its functions, and the treatment which 
+ organ should receive. Dr. Allport is,a Professor in Minne- 
‘a State University ; but while he speaks from the professional 
sipoint, he clothes his ideas in language which will be intellig- 
+) all. His book is not intended for medical students or 
r s, but has been written, first of all, for those who are 
eterested in a general way in hygiene. It is intended to supply 
n which will operate tq retain good eyesight. Tech- 
is have been avoided, as far as possible, and, while some 
atific names have, of necessity, entered into the text, they 
very few, and are generally those which are familiar to most 
‘ys Itcannot be said that the book contains much which is 
sew its scope and purpose preclude that; but it does cover its 
sarticular feld in excellent manner. The book is divided into 
éve chapters, and an idea of its range may be obtained from the 
‘es of these, as follows : ‘‘Anatomy and Physiology;’’ ‘‘Light, 
tenses, Refraction, and its Ocular Errors;’’ ‘‘ Test-Types, 
“tacses, Ct ’ “The General Care of the Eye,’’ and ‘‘ Refrac- 


” 
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Tar TuirpD VoLumME. By Fergus Hume. New York: The 
Cassell Publishing Co. 

Mr. Hume has been favorably known for some time as a 
enter of detective storiés of mysterious and stirring character. 
ebook here before us, which is reprinted in handy paper form, 
sin the same vein. 

It is a London story, and the characters are those with which 
we already are familiar in a measure. The story itself is con- 
ermed with the ferreting out of a crime committed twenty-five 
ears before the tale opens. The murder of the hero’s father, as 
tory proceeds, appears to have been an occurence wrapped 
in ma irious and involved circumstances. The most interest- 
ing character is that of Mr. Tait, an odd, finicky little fellow, 
whose discernment is amazing. The clue to, the unravelling of 
the crime is obtained from the third volume of a novel which has 
een written with the murder as its plot. Hence the title of the 
wok. , Mr. Hume is an adept at constructing plots, which hold 
attention and invite us to become partakers in the unraveling of 
the mysteries they contain. But in this book he bas shown an 
tunate inclination to spin out conversation and incident 
yond their logical length, and it is certain that the reader’s 
interest is severely taxed at times by the prosiness of the dia- 
ogue. The book would have been much improved by condensa- 
ton, and it cannot be said to equal in any way the ‘‘ Mystery of 
aHansom Cab,’’ or the ‘The Lone Inn,’’ by the same author. 














Mxs, GeRALD. By Maria Louise Pool. New York: Harper 
& Brothers. 

A novel from this authoress has always been a welcome 
atival, and she has given us not a little fiction of pleasantly, 
wely character. She scarcely sustains her reputation however 
0 Mrs. Gerald, parts of which appear to be in the nature of an 
‘periment. So long as she deals with the homely scenes of a 
ew England household, she is at her best, and the opening 
‘uation is one which, while not highly coloured, gives promise 
entertainment. Later on, however, the book degenerates into 
ot the relation of the sexes and a dissection of the senti- 
ats, which is neither new nor especially edifying. We have 
‘ac so much of such speculation that we do not welcome addi- 
‘to it, especially in fiction. 

The novel does not contain what will offend the moral sense; 
Ss certainly not wisely constructed. As for the story itself, 

















‘nkee parents—who marries a rich man partly for the sake of 
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mweag Woman whom we find indulging in speculation upon the 


Workings of the heart. 


FACTS AND A FEW FIGURES. 





VOopo ; i i 
VER °7,000 pounds weight of edible birds’ nests are annually 
Siipped from Java to China. 
* 
A Ca\ 


caveat is a notice given to a patent office under the cave- 
othe apy that he believes himself entitled to the credit of an 
“thon for which a patent has not yet been applied for. 
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Russia has 503,000,000 acres of forests. In Sweden and 
Norway, the forest area covers 62,000,000 acres; in Austria, 45,- 
000,000 acres; in Germany, 34,000,000 acres; in Turkey, 25,000,- 
000 acres ; in Italy, 14,000,000 acres ; in Switzerland, 1,700,000 
acres ; in France 22,000,000 acres; in Spain, 8,000,000 acres, 
and in Great Britain, 3,000,000 acres. 

+ 

In order to illustrate the enhancement ot values by labor, 
Thomas Morris recently told the Staffordshire (England) iron and 
steel managers that he had in his possession drawn wire worth 
$4.32 a pound, or more than $8,600 per ton. Pinion wire he 
priced at $43,200 per ton. Hairspring wire is worth $400,000 
per ton, and the barbed wire used by dentists in tooth nerve 
extraction, $2,150,000 per ton. The basic material of all is ordin- 
ary cheap ore. 


* 


The Rainy Lake (Minnesota) /ourna/ represents that there 
are still millions of acres of good agricultural land subject to occu- 
pation under the homestead law in Northern Minnesota. These 
lands are timbered, but can be easily cleared, and will produce 
fruits, vegetables and cereals in abundance every year, with no 
danger of drouth or frost. 


NUGGETS AND NUBBINS. 


— IRD—I just dropped in to inform you that I am going 
to raise the rent. 

Tenant—You are very kind. I was wondering how I could 

raise it myself, 
* 7 

A diner ina Jacksonville restaurant suddenly left the table, 
grabbing his umbrella and hat, and ran out to the street. The 
proprietor yelled ‘‘ stop him,’’ and a man who had been sitting at 
the next table ran after the fugitive, crying out that the runaway 
had stolen his gold-headed umbrella. The proprietor is wondering 
now why some men have to be twice fooled. 


* 
Fond Mother—''This is my son Clarence. He is only 13, 
but he has written some beautiful poetry.’’ 
Friend—‘‘Then there is some hope for him."’ 
Fond Mother—‘'I'm so glad to hear you say so! 
Friend—‘‘Yes, when they are as young as that it is easier to 
lick it out of them. 


** 


The laird had invited a party of London men to shoot over 
the covers, and among the number was a young cockney who was 
making his debut as a sportsman. Old Donald, the keeper, had 
been told to look after the latter, but it was a hard job, as the 
youth paid little heed to what the watchful Donald said, and 
blazed away right and left against all the rules of true sports- 
manship. 

At last an ill-directed shot from young Nimrod’s gun found 
a target in the nether region of one of the gillics. Donald sprang 
forward, snatched the dangerous weapon out of the erring sports- 
man’s hands and, pointing at the wounded gillie, who was making 
for home, holding his hand on the wounded part exclaimed: 

“See what ye’ve din, ye dunderheid. It jist as lif might 
hae been ane o’ the dugs !"’ 

* 

In Zhe Atlantic Mrs. Lathrop, in ‘‘Some Memories of Haw- 
thorne,’’ her father, tells an anecdote which she heard when a 
child from a Mr. Bennock, a frequent visitor of the family during 
the Liverpool consulate of her father. 

A Scotchman, at an inn, was walking disconsolately about the 
parlor while dinner was being prepared. i. distinguished traveler 
—Dickens, perhaps—was dashing off a letter at the center table, 
describing the weather and some of the odd fellows he had observed 
in his travels. 

“‘And,’’ he wrote, ‘‘there is in the room at the present 
moment a long, lank, redheaded, empty brained nincompoop, who 
looks as if he had not eaten a square meal for a month and is 
stamping about for his dinner. Now he approaches me as I sit 
writing, I hear his step pause behind my chair. The fool is 
actually looking over my shoulder and reading these words’’— 

A torrent of Scotch burst forth right here: ‘‘It’s a lee, sir— 
it’s a lee! I never read a worrd that yer wrort!’’ 
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